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EDITOR’S CORNER 


The bottom line from the top rope of WME's Empire State Building offices. 


a> 


urmou! Turmoil is the only 
way to describe happenings 
in the Wrestling world today 
Ric Flair, one of the greatest 
champions in the history of Wrestling, 
was once again dethroned, this time by 
Ronnie “Hands of Stone” Garvin. Garvin 
has been instructed by Jim Crockett that 
he is not to defend the coveted strap in a 
title match after October 17th, until 
Thanksgiving night at Starrcade. Garvin 
will meet Flair in a steel cage re-match. 

Lex Luger is hunting for Dusty Rhodes 
and Rhodes is out for Luger with the U.S. 
Title as the ultimate prize. 

The Rock and Roll Express’ Ricky 
Morton is wrestling with a separated 
shoulder. 

Hulk Hogan's wrestling schedule is 
thinner than ever. He only wrestles a few 
times a month and has hardly any clear cut 
victories. 

Wrestling shows all around the country 


| are drawing terrible crowds, including the 
WWF shows with the Hulkster and 


“Macho Man” on them. The 
NW A/UWF connection is invading New 
York with all the talent at their disposal, 


WWE Editor Steve Pfeffer and Jimmy Valian 


=n, 


t get together 


looking to uproot the WWF and usurp 
the Federation's popularity. 
* * * * 

The “Boogie Woogie Man” Jimmy 
Valiant is still rockin’ with the fans in 
every arena he appears. ‘T'll tell ya Steve, 
the Boogie Man is ready!! I'm comin’ 
home to New York and I'm ready to 
Boogie all over Paul Jones’ face”, were 
Jimmy's comments when asked how he 
feels about coming to N.Y.C. “Me and 
Bugsy will set things straight, I helped 
him escape from his...shall we say place of 
residence, and we're gonna have a little 
surprise for all you people out there, a 
certain hillbilly that didn’t quite see eye to 
eye with little ole “Puddin Head” Paul 
Jones.” 

Jimmy's wife Felicia Valiant owns a 
flower shop in Charlotte, NC. the Boogie 
Woogie Man said that anyone who 
wanted to either meet him or just rap a 
little bit, he'll most likely be there. He 
loves all his fans all around the world, 
here is the address and phone number: 

BIG MAMA'S FLOWERS 
7001 South Boulevard 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28218 


ae | —, : 


to talk about the happenings of the mat world. 


Toll free # is: 1 (800) 334-2386 
Personal line is: (704) 552-9338 


AWARDS UPDATE 
The wrestling poll is nearing an 


end. I know originally we said | 


that the results will be in the 
March 88 issue, but the response 
has been so overwhelming that 
we decided to give it some more 
time. The results of the first 
annual WME wrestling poll will 
be presented in our April’88 
issue. There are some surprising 
twists as far as the winners go. It 
shows the wide variety of 
opinions out there. It also shows 
that the fans are very picky and 
wont stand for any kind of 
nonsense, even from an apparent 


fan favorite. 
— Steve Pfeffer 
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LETTERS 


To The Editor 


GARVIN HAS 
GUTS! 


This letter is addressed to Clint Freeman 
and his article on the “Belt VS Precious” 
match between Ric Flair and Jimmy 
Garvin (Nov. '87). The article itself 
started out very well, but towards the end, 
I started to get a little upset. 

First of all, Mr. Freeman stated that 
Ronnie Garvin would NEVER capture 
Flair's belt — well, he's got it! And it 
seems to me that a “Babydoll Situation” 
has not taken place. Precious and Jimmy 
are still (and will always remain) 
together. 

And as far as Dusty and Ronnie “not 
knowing when to quit” — if they did, then 
they'd be quitters and everybody would 
look down on them and not up to them. 
That's what Champions are made of, 
drive, determination and guts! So, Mr. 
Freeman, why don’t you put that in the 
bank! 


Gypsie Cimerson 


MIDNIGHT 
POEM 


I've noticed that you haven't included an 
article or color pin-up of the best tag-team 
in the world — the Midnight Rockers. I 
would appreciate it if you would include 
both in a future issue. Meanwhile, here's 
an open poem that I wrote for them: 
Midnight Rockers—where are you? 

I miss you so very much. 

I want to see you throw a fist 

And give your opponent that finishing 
touch. 

I long to see your smiling faces 

After you win a fight. 

Knowing it won't be much longer 
Before you start to party all night. 

I've often wondered why you left 

The WWE. Never giving it a chance. 

It would've been great to see the Harts 
with just the belt that holds up their 
pants! 

Shawn and Marty—you can rule the 
world— 

And I know you will one day. 

It's the age of the Rockers 

And it will never fade away! 

Please go to a Federation 

Where you'll be recognized; 
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Brett Hart. 


So people will see you as Champions— 
As you are in my eyes!!! 

Sonya Vangosen 

Berkeley Springs, WV 


THANKS FOR 
BRET HART 


Thanks to Ed Powers and WME for 
giving Brett Hart the recognition he has 
long deserved! It was an excellent article 
and the pictures of Brett were great 
although he should have been centerfold 
instead of the over-rated Hogan! Regard- 
less, 1 was impressed enough to order a 
subscription. 

Powers suggested Hitman would be 


Marilyn Rundle thanks WME writer Ed Powers for the wonderful story on 


i2\a& 


li 


better off managed by Bobby Heenan. 
Bobby Heenan ts entertaining, and no one 
is funnier than Heenan with Monsoon. 
But, he’s more interested in himself than 
his wrestlers. | wouldn't want to see Hart 
associated with Heenan's “family” of 
losers. 

Fans have long known that Brett 
carries the Hart Foundation. And, yes, 
he’s getting chunky and should get back in 
the gym before he starts looking like 
Neidhart from the neck down. 

Brett is the best, and I've never heard 
any commentator (not even McMahon!) 
say otherwise. He has come a long way in 
the WWF and he’s destined to go even 
farther. Brett “Hitman” Hart has it all 
and though he may have turned “bad”, 
he’s never been better. He's good when 
he's bad. (And, you know, ladies love 
outlaws!) 

Marilyn Rundle 
New Paltz, NY 
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ACTION ALBUM 1 ACTION ALBUM 2 


ae 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM was a landmark publica- 
tion presenting the serious wres- 
tling fan with the opportunity to 
own the first publication dedicated 
to capturing the greatest wrestlers 
in that fleeting moment when 
they’re at their brutal high flying 
best. 


WME's PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM 2. The second volume of 
what is destined to be a classic ser- 
ies of wrestling publications. 
Another thrilled packed action 
photo album of the greatest stars of 
the squared circle in all their brutal 
glory. Many of your favorite stars 


are depicted on every page. 


HEROES 
AND 

HEROES AND VILLAINS is 
WME’s way of presenting our 
readers with a magazine strung 
cover to cover with close-up por- 
traits of some of the most popular 
stars of the Squared Circle, along 
with some of the most despised, all 
neatly cropped on our trademark 
high gloss paper and suitable for 
framing. Don’t be the last one on 
your block to have these great pic- 
tures hanging on your wall! 


Wrestling’s MAIN EVEN] 
Pumpkin Press Inc. 350 5th Ave. Suite 8216 
Send check or money order (no C.O.D.) 


Name 
Address 


City SS SS 


glory. 


VOLUME 1 


Now for the first time ever you 
can be the proud owner of Wres- 
tling’s MAIN EVENT’s CHAM- 
PIONS,, WME’s official book of 
pro wrestling’s greatest title holders. 
Champions past and present are 
presented in all their glory and 
present are presented in all their 


C) Champions $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 
Action Album 1 $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 
CL) Action Album 3 $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 
C) Caps $4.95 each + $1.00 postage and handling charge for each hat 

New York State residents add 814% sales tax for each item ordered 


Foreign residents add $1.00 for each item for boat mail and $2.00 each item for air mail. 
Allow 4 weeks for deliver ¥. Canadian orders must be in U:S. currency 


Zip 


ACTION ALBUM III 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION ALBUM 
ITI is the third in the trilogy of these 
exciting pictoral publications. As 
in albums one and two, this maga- 
zine concentrates on capturing the 
leading mat-stars of today in the 
act of mortal combat, and our top- 
notch photography is high-lighted 
by our bold full-page format. 


HATS OFF 


Try on our colorful red and blue | 


WME hat and show the world | 


who's the “#1 magazine for Mat | 
Fans Today!” One size fits all. 


BUCKLE UP 

Feel like a champion when you're 
wearing a heavy duty WME belt 
buckle, featuring two 3-D grapplers 
molded in high quality brass tone 
metal. | 


TOTAL 


WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling .. . 


THE HUNTING OF 
HONKY TONK 


t has been over six months since the 


Honky Tonk Man beat Ricky 
Steamboat for the Intercontinental 
Championship. Most critics and fans 
figured that he wouldn't even last six 
weeks at the top. Through his champion- 
ship reign he has granted many te- 
matches to former champions Steamboat 
and Randy Savage. Ricky seems to be 
vanishing slowly but surely from the title 
picture, but Randy is coming on stronger 
than ever. Col. Jimmy Hart is searching 
the land for some sort of interference for 
his man, someone to keep the “Macho 
Man’ occupied so some pressure will be 
taken off his prized belt. Men such as 
Killer Kahn, Harley Race, the One Man 
Gang and Hercules have been recruited 
for the task. Bobby Heenan, although 
frustrated at the lack of title matches his 
family has received, is all for getting as 
many matches against Savage as possible. 
| Not only will his pockets be lined with 
some extra cash but beating Savage will 
propel his men into automatic contention 
for a shot against WWF kingpin Hulk 
Hogan. 

Slick is also up for the task, but while 
the One Man Gang is an impressive force 
in wrestling, he has yet to give Savage any 
kind of competition. Randy combines the 


MICHAEL HAYES 
AND JIMMY GARVIN 
FORM DYNAMIC 
NEW TEAM 


wo men drawn together by a 
common goal. Michael Hayes 
found himself in the NWA 
without his fellow Freebirds. 
Jimmy Garvin found himself teaming 
with anyone and everyone since his 
brother Ron won the World Champion- 
| ship. Both wrestlers knew it was destined 
to be, Jimmy and Michael work together 
like a smooth, slick oiled machine. 

The sounds of “Sharp Dressed Man” 
blare over the speakers and the fans go 
nuts! They leap into the ring and start 
strutting their stuff to the fans approval. 
Michael gets in trouble and both Jimmy 

| and Precious are there to back him up. If 
somebody dares look at Precious the 
| wrong way, Michael is there to put them 
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Randy Savage 1s hot on the Honky Tonk’s traal. 


three most important ingredients for a the run from a man who outclasses him 
championship caliber grappler: strength, 
speed and an amazing ring arsenal (all 
three are lacking in the Honky Tonk 
Man). So Honky Tonk is on the run, on 


over his shoulder and watch his back for 
fear of being Savagely attacked (no pun 
intended). 


in their place. These men are no strangers 
to each other. In the Texas World Class 
area they were allies against the Von 
Erichs. Everybody who challenges the 
Von Erichs the way they did, must form a 
bond that is at least equivalent to the First 


Family of wrestling. Mike and Jimmy | 


have that bond, and they carried it over to 
the NWA. 
Their main target is the Sheepherder’s 
| UWF tag-team Championship. With 
Crazy Luke getting over his injury, flag- 
bearer Johnny Ace has been substituting 
in tag-team matches all over the world. 
Now, Johnny is a good wrestler, but he 
doesn't have the mad desire that pulls the 


| Sheepherders together as one of the most | 


dangerous teams in the sport. In these 


| matches pitting Mike and Jimmy against | 


this thrown together team, the 
Sheepherders have come out on the short 
end of the purse. Look for lone Freebird 
Michael and Jimmy Garvin (now deemed 
the number one contenders) to keep the 
whole UWF on its toes. 


Jimmy Garvin has formed a dynamic 
team with Michael Hayes. 


on all levels. He has to constantly look | 


Photos by Stephen Beyer 


WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling . . . 


he Von Erichs have long 
been known as the first 
first family of wrestling. 
The Championship line started 
with David, continued with Kerry and 
| now Kevin is the keeper of the flame. A 
former World Class World Champion, 
Kevin has proven himself against some of 
| the toughest competition the world of 
| wrestling has to offer. men like Harley 
Race, Ric Flair, Abdullah the Butcher, 
Black Bart, Chris Adams, Michael Hayes, 
Jimmy Garvin and of course Brian Adias. 

The World Class championship is one 
of the newest belts around. It started its 
confusing story when Rick Rude was 
deemed the first champion. From there 
Chris Adams took the title when Rude’s 
old manager Percy Pringle fouled up and 
clobbered him with his cane. Chris was a 
| popular champion but the fans still cried 
for one of the Von Erich Brothers to 


| represent them. When Chris Adams | 


turned and headed for the UWF the title 
was given to the number one contender. 
The number one contender at that time 
was Black Bart. this was Bart's first major 
singles championship and he was out to 
prove he deserved it. of Texas. Having in- 
credible agility along with ring smarts 


makes him the toughest Von Erich wres- _ 


tling today, not to take anything away 


from brother Kerry. But Kevin has | 


proven himself as a true post scientific 
master. 

Enter Al Perez. Al has a body carved 
out of stone, stunning good looks and 
although he isn't a great wrestler he’s 


quickly learning. Al Perez is the current | 


holder of the World Class title, even 
though he did not defeat Kevin Von Erich 
to claim it. It all started when Brian Adias, 
with his new move called the Oriental 
Toll (a form of the Heart Punch), clob- 
bered Kevin. Like Al Madril before him 
| Kevin was in the ring gasping for breath 
-and had to be helped by CPR. He was 
immediately taken to the emergency ward 


of the local hospital for treatment. Five | 
days later Kevin was scheduled for a title | 
defense against Al Perez. The doctors said | 
that he would be able to wrestle, but they | 


were overruled by father Fritz. Kevin's 
dad was afraid that it would be too 
| dangerous for him to step into the ring 
against someone as powerful as Perez. So, 
Kevin missed the match and thereby lost 


the title by default to the up'n’ coming 
“Latin heart throb” Al Perez. 

The date was October 17th, the place 
was the Dallas Cotton Bowl. Kevin Von 
Erich was going up against champion Al 
Perez to reclaim what was taken from 
him. In Perez's corner was the man who 
indirectly caused his defeat, Brian Adias. 
In Kevin's corner was the man who told 
him not to wrestle, thereby also indirectly 
causing him to lose, his father Fritz. Both 
men were primed and ready to go at it like 
two pit bulls, neither man could afford to 
lose. The match went smoothly until Al 
Perez grabbed father Fritz, Kerry came 
running from the back to save his dad. 
Brian Adias then got into the fray. He 
attacked Kerry. During all this confusion 
both Kevin and the referee had gotten 


es 


KEVIN VON ERICH ROBBED OF THE WORLD CLASS 


knocked out. Kerry then clobbered Al 
Perez, saw a chance and put Kevin on top 
of the fallen champion. The referee woke 
up, counted the one...two..three and 
awarded the belt to Kevin Von Erich. The 
crowd on hand exploded once his name 
was announced as the new champion. 
Kevin walked back to the locker room a 
proud champion. A few days later his | 
bubble was burst, as the Board of 
Directors reviewed the video tape and 
reversed the decision, giving the win to 
Perez. 

So, Al Perez remains the World Class 
Champion. This makes Kevin that much 
more determined to regain his belt. 


Kevin Von Erich was robbed of the 


World Class title when the decision | 
was reversed. | 
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And what's going on with Kevin 
Sullivan? In his present state of mind, one 
wonders if Sullivan should be allowed to 
walk the streets, much less wrestle. Any 
wrestler trusting or depending on Kevin 


| at this time, might be in for a shock as the 


schizophrenic battles to take complete 
control of his mind... 

New to the NWA is Larry Zbyzsko, 
who left the AWA for greener pastures. 
He has joined forces with the First Family 
of Wrestling, Eddie Gilbert, Terry Taylor 
and Rick Steiner in their battles against 
Sting, Jimmy Garvin and Michael 
Hayes... 

Larry has also obtained the services of 
Baby Doll, the former squeeze of 
Horseman Tully Blanchard, who now 
sees something special in the “New 
Living Legend”. It will be interesting to 
see what happens once Tully gets wind of 
the situation. Being a proud man, Tully is 
one person that would not hesitate 
fighting for a woman. So if these two 
grappler’s paths cross there is no telling 
what will happen... 

Paul Jones thought he had a new 
protege in the man called “Mighty 
Wilbur’, but, Wilbur refused to wrestle 
according to Jones’ philosophy and they 
had a violent break up on Nationwide TV. 
Jones has vowed to get revengeon Wilbur 
for double crossing him and giving him 
his new nickname, “Puddinhead”. Wilbur 


| has joined forces with his new friends, 


Jimmy Valiant and Buggsy McGraw, two 


men who have long feuded with Jones, to 
take on Jones’ men, Ivan Koloff and the 
Warlord... 

The Sheepherders have beaten the 
Lightning Express for the UWF Tag- 
Team Championship. Normally this 
would be very bad news for all teams in 
the area, but recently one of the 
Sheepherders was seriously injured. He 
may be out for at least a month. In this 
situation the UWF will most likely have a 
tag-team tournament to crown the new 
champions, giving all teams inthe UWF a 


chance at the gold... 


Another man relatively new to the 
UWF, Ron Simmons impresses every: 
body wherever he wrestles. This four 
time college football All-American 


| reminds many fans of Butch Reed, before 


he joined the WWE big top circus and 
dyed his hair blonde. Once upon a time 
Reed was regarded as NWA World 


Championship material, before his career 


was side tracked by his move to the 
WWE... 

The new AWA World Tag Team 
Champions are the “Original” Midnight 
Express, Ravishing Randy Rose and 
Dennis Condrey. They won the titles 
from Jerry Lawler and Bill Dundee, who 
won the titles from Soldat Ustinov and 
Doug Somers. Somers replaced Boris 
Zhukov on the Championship Tag Team 
when Boris left for the WWF... 

Newcomers to the AWA recently 
included Dick Slater and Nord the 
Barbarian... 

In some Independent Action, the 
“Unpredictable” Johnny Rodz, the cur- 
rent IWF Heavyweight Champion, is 
wrestling for many of the smaller pro- 
motions along the East Coast and has 
made his presence felt especially in the 
United States Wrestling Federation. The 
USWF Heavyweight Champion is 
“Superstar” Richard Byrne and Rodz has 
made no effort to hide his interest in 
Byrne's title. In a big card to be run by the 
USWF, to be held in December, Sgt 


Slaughter (remember him?) takes time 
out from defending America with G.L Joe 
to wrestle his old nemesis, the Iron Shiek. 
Other men appearing for the USWF 
include “Polish Power” Ivan Putski, the 
Ninja Assassin, the Power Twins, Dave 
Foxx and Soul Brother Tony Ulyssees. | 
Killer Kowalski comes in as a special 
referee from time to time. 

David Sammartino has bleached his 
hair blonde. The stocky son of Bruno has 
turned his back on the fans because of 
frustration. The young grappler has been 
held back in his career because of his con- 
nection with his dad, and this is his way of 
rebelling. Currently wrestling up in | 
Canada under the WWF's banner, expect | 
David to head into his father’s territory 
very shortly for astab at Hogan. He wants 
to prove once and for all that he is his own | 
man and is capable of achieving his own 
glory. What his dad’s reaction will be to 
his son's new look and approach to the 
mat world is not yet known, but don't 
expect the law abiding Bruno to be too 
pleased... @ 


Johnny Rodz winds up 
against his bloody 
opponent, the “unpre- 
dictable One” has been 
making alot of waves 
in the Independent 
circut. 


Photos by Steve Pfeffer and John Barrett 


Photos by Keith Wilkinson 


THE FOUR 
HORSEMEN: 
APOCALYPSE NOW? 


They may be the most dominant force in the NWA but 
it looks like they’re on a one-way trip to oblivion. 


hen they named themselves 

the Four Horsemen, they 

were tempting fate. Apo 

calypse seems to be upon 
them. Consider the facts: 

Item Lex Luger defeats Nikita Koloff 
for the US title but faces the biggest chal- 
lenger of his career: Dusty Rhodes. 

Item: Tully Blanchard and Arn 
Anderson face certain efeat against the 
Road Warriors. 

With Rhodes on the verge of a U.S. title 
win, the most important ingredient in the 
Horsemen's recipe appears to be running 
out: titles. These four men, led by J). 
Dillon, enjoy fame, money, and power, all 
of which come from having a title. With- 
out the gold, these self-proclaimed 
“wrestling-elite’ are just four more 
contenders. 

Lex Luger claims to be the “total pack- 
age.” He has money, fame, and above all, 
talent. Luger has even been hailed as the 
“next Hulk Hogan,” a claim Luger shuns. 
“The next Hogan? Maybe he'll be good 
enough to be the next Lex Luger! He 
wishes he had my talent.” 

Dusty Rhodes is a legend. A three-time 
NWA champion, he has also held the 


World TV title twice. He has never held | 


the U.S. belt and is hungry for it. 

“Listen, daddy. Dusty Rhodes, three- 
time champion. The American Dream is 
hot on the trail of Lex Luger, baby. I'm 
gonna mess up his pretty face, and take 
the U.S. title. I've got that pretty boy's 
number, daddy.” 

It appears Rhodes may be right. In the 
meetings between the two grapplers, the 
Dream has held a decisive edge. Only out- 
side interference has saved Luger's 
championship. It appears that it will only 
be a matter of time before Luger becomes 
a part of history—in the loss column. If 
Luger loses his title, his next move might 
be the World title, held by Ronnie Garvin, 
and also being pursued by his comrade, 


By JIM ARONSON 
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Rick Flair lost his title to Ron Garvin. 
Can the rest of the Horsemen be far 
behind? 


Ric Flair. Common goals can make quick 
enemies of the closest of friends. 
In the best interest of the Horsemen's 


survival, Lex Luger MUST defeat Dusty 
Rhodes. This would cool any intentions of 
World title dreams by Luger, and keep the 
gold in the Horsemen camp. 

Losing the world title was worse than 
any wounds suffered by Ric Flair in the 
ring. It hurt his pride and, more impor- 
tantly to Flair, his bank account. Pride will 
not allow Flair to give up on the belt. He 
doesn't consider himself a contender, but 
more like a champion without a belt. 

“Tt was a fluke, just a fluke. Garvin gets 
one lucky pinfall over me, and he thinks 
he is achampion. Well, nobody keeps Ric 
Flair out of the title picture for very long, 
and without that bonus in my paycheck, 
either! Enjoy it while you can, Ronnie! 
The gold is on its way back to the Nature 
Boy! Whooooo!” 

Garvin has made it clear that while 
Flair may be a contender for the title, he is 
not the only contender. Garvin states that 
while Flair will get a rematch, he will 
receive it when the champion is ready to 
give it to him. 

The Four Horsemen are at the cross- 
roads. Each appears to be facing 
imminent demise, The Four Horsemen 
could make the transition from wrestling 
elite to wrestling contenders. 

Tully and Arn must overcome adversity 
and climb back on top. Lex Luger must 
defeat Dusty Rhodes. Ric Flair must 
regain the World title. 

With Tully and Arn back on top, the 
Horsemen are strong, but the bigger the 
title, the stronger the Horsemen become. 
Their energy feeds from the power of 
glory, and bragging rights. The U.S. and 
World titles are the premier bragging 
rights. 

Lex Luger must defeat Dusty Rhodes in 
order to finally satisfy his critics. A year 
ago, Luger was everyone's poster boy; he 
could do no wrong—he was the complete 
wrestler, the “total package.” But with 
fame and fortune comes criticism, as the 
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individual goes under close scrutiny. 
Luger was a victim of this: he had stopped 
chasing Flair for the title; he joined the 
Horsemen; he dumped friend Barry 
Windham for rulebreaking ways. Now is 
Luger's chance to satisfy all the critics—he 
must defeat a living legend. To be a 
legend, you must beat a legend, in the 
form of Dusty Rhodes. Defeating the 
American Dream would make Luger a 
legend in his own time, and bring glory 
and bragging rights back to the 
Horsemen. 

Ric Flair is a man possessed with the 
World title. It has become a part of him 
for the last five years. Losing the belt was 
like losing a limb. Flair must regain the 
belt for his own sanity, before the pres- 
sure of being a “contender” drives him to 


Tully Blanchard finds himself on the recetving end of an atomic drop. If an 


injured Ricky Morton can present competition in the ring, what willthe Road 
Wa rr 4 ors d 0 2 


Ric Flair 7 

Starrcade! Garvin stands proud and 
ready for anything the former 
champion can throw his way. Can he 
prove it wasn’t just a fluke that he 
came out on top? 


Tully and Arn have to 
plan alot of strategy 
* | before they face the 
a ) uh likes of the Warriors. 
_ Lets hope they take 
their opposition 
seriously. 


respect him for only as long as he receives 
title shots. Old wrestlers without titles 
become distant memories. 

“A Horseman is naked without a belt,” 
Arn Anderson said, and it applies to Flair 
more now than ever. Picture Flair, 
standing alone, naked, in the freezing 
winter. Deep inside himself, the Nature 
Boy is feeling this. It will become 
increasingly more difficult for Luger, 
Anderson, and Blanchard to follow Flair if 
he is no longer a viable contender for the 
belt. If Luger loses to Rhodes, and Flair is 
unable to regain the gold, the Horsemen 
approach apocalypse. 

Francis Ford Coppola made 
“Apocalypse Now.” Rhodes and Garvin 
may be directing the sequel. Ask Ric Flair. 

saa - Ask Lex Luger. Their confidence is 
the brink. Flair must regain the title for [f Garvin continues to hold the beltand covered by a bead of sweat as they look 
the good of the Horsemen, because they keep Flair from the gold, Flair will col- towards their competition. Only a victory 
cannot be led by a champion without a lapse in a house of cards surrounded by by each can stop the approaching 
title. Horsemen. His fellow grapplers will apocalypse. @ 


"AMAZON'S IN ACTION MAGAZINE" 'The' premier 
magazine in reporting and photographing what 
is currently happening in the world of amateur 
and professional female wrestlers and boxers. 
It features in-depth start to finish photo and 
commentary coverage of female bouts that are 
unmatched by any other publication. The 
extensive selection of ads informs the reader 
of where to order the very best in books, 
movies, magazines and videotapes of fighting 
women. Single copies are $5.00, subscriptions 
$26.00 for 6 months, $50.00 for a year's 12. 

"FIGHTING GALS MONTHLY MAGAZINE" 'The' 
premier magazine for photo essays of fighting 
women versuS women or mixed matches. In 
addition, there are cartoon stories and also 
inked illustrated descriptions of women or 
mixed matches in fight-to-the-finish battles 
whereby the winner is always the reader. 
Single copies are $6.00, subscriptions $31.00 
for 6 months, $60.00 for a year's 12 issues, 

"CLAWS MAGAZINE" is 'the' premier catfighting magazine — period. Pages of 
Stimulating stories, backed up with photos of beautiful yet belligerent women caught 
up in the heat of feline fury. There are all action cartoons and inked illustrated 
descriptions of these female cats as they claw their way across the pages in starkLy 
erotic fight-to-the-naked-finish battles. Single copies are $6.00 each, a 6& month 
subscription is $31.00, or $60.00 for a year's 12 issues. Please add $1.00 to your 
completed order to help cover postage and handling, or for expedited postage the order 
amount is $2.00. ALL overseas Air Mail is a flat $5.00. Send cash, check or money 
order to: Brand X Publishing, Dept: ME, P.O. Box 6194, Burbank, California 91505. 


VIDEO REVIEWS 


Professional No-Holds-Barred Look at 
Today’s Video Market 


THE WWF WRESTLING 
CLASSIC 
Coliseum Video: $39.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A 
Some of the best wrestling anywhere. 
Some of the best match-ups anywhere. 
Steamboat fights Davey Boy Smith in an 
exciting match. The Dynamite Kid beats 
Adrian Adonis and then pins Nikolai 
Volkoff in three seconds! 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING | 


& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: B 
The mterviews are good; there's 
nothing special here, just your average 
conversation. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 


CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
As usual Coliseum video comes through 
with a winner as far as professionalism 
goes. 


TOTAL GRADE: A- 
Very good tape. It’s enjoyable for all 
types of wrestling fans. It comes up 
with some answers to the questions: 


“What if so and so fought so and so?” 
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The biggest thing on this tape is some- 


THE WWF'S AMAZING 
MANAGERS 
Coliseum Video: $59.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: C 
The wrestling on this tape is not the 
focus, but the managers who guide their 
men to the ring night after night. It 
takes a look at these men when they 
themselves were in the squared circle — 
and they were great wrestlers. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: C 
Not the quality you would expect from 
men such as Lou Albano, Freddie Blas sie 

and Bobby Heenan. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): B 
Professional production, but not 
pleasing enough to the eye to rate an A. 


TOTAL GRADE: C+ 


ROWDY RODDY PIPERS 
GREATEST HITS: 
Coliseum Video: $59.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B- 
Roddy Piper is not the best wrestler in 
I the world, in fact he has one of the most 
| limited repertoires in the history of 
wrestling. He ts a great talker though, 
and this is what makes this tape so 
interesting. 

PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; A+ 
Never in the history of our great sport 
will you find another man lke Prper. 
The Rowdy one has etched his name not 
only into the wrestling books but into 

| the media as well. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Even though you jump from one scene 
to another like wildfire, this is Piper's 
personality. The Madman from 
Scotland lives on the edge at all times 
and this tape shows just a small part of 

him. 


ting WWF fans have seen a thousand 
times before. The overly hyped 
Manager of the Year award ceremony 
in center ring where Albano gets his 
trophy smashed right over his hard 
skull. 


TOTAL GRADE: A 
Doctors often tried to analyse Rowdy 
Roddy Piper, leaving most of them 
considering they're in the wrong 
profession. You can’t analize Roddy. 
No, you just sit back, let him ramble 

on and have the time of your life. 


THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
Coliseum Video: $59.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A+ 
What can you say about the British 
Bulldogs? How about they are one of the 
two teams to come along in wrestling 
that can really dominate their 
opponents? Being very different in style, 
both the Bulldogs and the Road 
Warriors are the best. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 


G NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: B 
Some of the matches have a few short 
cuts, but nothing major. Both Davey Boy 
and Dynamite are fast enough in the 
ring that they don't need any help from 
the tape Editor. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): B 
Nothing special. The interviews are 
few, Davey and Dynamite aren't the best 
interviews in the world. The commentry 


is OK. 


TOTAL GRADE: B+ 
Overall a great presentation of wres- 
tling brilliance. The British Bulldogs 
have lost a lot in their repertoires since 
Dynamite's operation, and this is a 
chance to see them at their best. 


INSIDE THE STEEL CAGE 
Coliseum Video: $59.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B+ 

The best matches on thts tape don’t have 
the Hulkster on them. They are Jimmy 
Snuka vs the Magnificent Muraco and 
Pat Patterson challenging the WWF 
World Champion Bob Backlund. 

Jimmy dives off the top of the cage 
and lands right on a prone Muraco, one 


of the most devastating moves ever 
| executed in the ring. 


| PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 


& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; B 


It's OK. The commentary should have 


been subdued a little more, with more 


attention paid to the exciting matches. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Although there are a few time warps 
(cuts in time) on this tape, the whole 
thing as a package pulls together rather 

well. 

TOTAL GRADE: A- 
Thumbs up to the WWF for realizing 
that you can’t show only Hulk Hogan 
matches on a video tape. If the matches 
are good they will pull fans without the 
Hulkster. 


WRESTLEMANIA 
Coliseum Video: $39.93 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B 
Surprisingly, Mr. T. is not so bad in the 
squared circle, his teaming with Hulk 


| Hogan ts what proved to be one of the 


most important events in wrestling 


history. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 


& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: B 
OK. Not great, Just good. Jesse Ventura 
is, of course, welcome to interrupt Mean 


Gene Okerlund on any given occasion. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Well put together at Coliseum. Wrestle- 
mania was a landmark event and the 

tape clearly shows its importance. 
TOTAL GRADE: B+ 
The matches are surprisingly good 


despite the overabundance of stars in 
the show. 
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THE HEART PUNCH 


A no holds barred look at Professional Wrestling, 


he Honky Tonk Man calls Ox 
"God"! Steve, guess who wants 
me to come to New York? I 
got a call last night, a call from a 
man who desperately needs my help. The 
Honky Tonk Man called and said: “The 
wrestling world is against me! Against the 
true Elvis for God sakes!” I had to slow the 
guy down a bit, “Who's after you?” I said 
with very little concern. 

“Ox, you know I pulled the upset of the 
year. | won the Intercontinental belt and 
everybody wants to kick my head in. I 
need a bodyguard. Ox, you're the man.” 

“Who the hell are all these guys?” I 
started to get a little interested thinking 
that I may walk away with some extra 


straight from the heart! 


By OX BAKER 


pocket cash. 
“Jake Roberts wants the belt, Harley 


Race wants the belt, Paul Orndorff with 
the ingrate Hulkster, Savage and 
Steamboat.” He started seeming a little 
nervous opening up to me like this. 

“Please man, I'm asking you to run a 
little interference for me. Take some of 
the pressure off before Wrestlemania IV 
comes around.” 

OK, OK" I said, “Randy Savage and 
Ricky Steamboat want your damn belt. 
Jake Roberts wants to DDT you through 
the arena floor and Hogan is sending all 
his pals up against you.” 

“Yes, yes!” he cried, “everybody wants 
to be the champion. I thought being 


Honky Tonk Man wants to hire the Ox as his WWF bodyguard. 
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champion was going to be easy. Jimmy 
said it was going to be a piece of cake, that 
there weren't any serious threats in the 
WWF. Steamboat was supposed to be 
embarrassed out of wrestling, but that 
Dragon is so pig-headedly stubborn he 
keeps coming back for more. How many 
times can I pin the man’s shoulders to the 
mat? I am the greatest Intercontinental 
Champion ever and Randy Savage can’t 
face that fact. Savage is washed up and | 
rule wrestling now, all my fans know it. 
All he has to do is listen to all the wonder- 
ful crowds cheering me night after night 
and booing him. Elizabeth has fallen so 
madly in love with my shake, rattle and 
roll that she can't keep her hands to 
herself.” 

“Wait, just a second! Everytime | see 
you and Liz she’s almost in tears, 
pardner.” 

“That's because she can't stand to live 
without me, that Macholess guy that 
parades around her has no style at all.” 

I started to get tired of this conver- 
sation and decided to get right down to 
business. “Alright, never mind all the crap 
that’s goin’ on in your private life. What 
about money? For the right price I'll be up 
there to watch your back. Just let me 
straighten up some unfinished business 
here first.” 

“Great! Great!” He started to perk up. 
“Jimmy has been banned from some 
arenas already and you'll fit in great!” 

“Wait, wait, let's talk money now!” He 
was trying to avoid the subject. 

“Money? We have it all, the Intercon- 
tinental Champion has it all. Col. Jimmy 
will take care of you!” 

It was gettin’ late and I needed my 
beauty sleep. “You pay, and nobody will 
lay their hands on you ever again. That Ox 
promises.” 

= * * * * * 

Steve you should have heard that guy; 
he was so happy, his big buddy Ox Baker 
will be in New York soon, he couldn't 
thank me enough. Ha! 

Tell Savage and that Hulk Hogan to 
start lookin’ over their shoulders and 
worrying, bodyguard Ox Baker will be 
there soon! WHAM!!! Can your heart 
stand it? @ 


| 
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FEATURE 


approx. 
30 mins. 


28779 | SANDY SCOTT VS. THE BLACK WIDOW 
DIZZY ADAMS VS. 


ue =—and — (Male vs. female) From the Spring collection, a 
THE BLACK WIDOW mixed pro-wrestling contest wah the contestants 
One of our own London gals takes on the up 107 400 Ibs. — so what does the match add 
might and menace of the U.S.A. The masked, up to? It adds up to suspense! Excitmeant! A tough 
mysterious, mean and moody Black Widow blich/buteh battlin'bout where ‘Super’ Sandy Scott 
gives no quarter for the members of herawn = represents Bonnie Scotland against the pioneer 
sex. Althou vee we all speak thesame language spirit of wild frontiers and even wilder women...aw- 
on both sides of the pond this Black Widow some Black Widow from the US.A. An exclusive 
fame. not heed the public warnings of the re- —iive at thal made for an electrifying aflernoon 
eree combat! 


BATTLIN' BUSTY BABES * 
be een pecviich Slat : YP <= and = 
ass grudge match as blonde and big 
busted Sarah faces dark and lithe Donna, T-SHIRT TUSSLES 
each girl oul to beat the olher, Sarah may Take a petite demure babe like Sarah-blonde 
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ASK DR. D 


Q: Have you ever wanted to go to a UWF match & sit at ringside? Daniel Lockwood, NJ 


Yes. Just to see the facial expressions on Vince & and the other WWF wrestlers, especially Hulk 
Hogan, when they see the toughest pro wrestler of all times sitting at ringside watching them. 


Q: How did you get the name Doctor D? Gilbert Hemple, NJ 


It was put on me by fellow wrestlers because of the way | operated in the ring. Looking them over, 
taking them apart & putting them back together. After that they know who the Doctor is. 


Q: Where did you get your Doctorate degree? Mike Dawson, NJ 


Univ. of Hard Knocks. | paid my dues in the pro wrestling ring. 


Q: What made you decide to enter the ring as a pro wrestler & who was your very Ist opponent as a 


professional? Dawn Lockwood, NJ 
I've always enjoyed taking men that thought they were bad & showing them they weren't. In pro 
wrestling I got paid to do just that. 


Q: Would you ever go back to the WWE if McMahon wanted you? Terri Allen, PA 


No. Why would I put myself into slavery when slavery is illegal? 


Q: Could you please explain what I would have to do to become a referee? Cathy Baker, AK 


Basically you would have to go through the same as for wrestling, but not as physical. You need to 
know all aspects & maneuvers in the ring. 


. ’'m writing to find out if you might be able to help me locate my all time favorite wrestler 


‘Mad Dog’ Vachon & his brother Paul ‘Butcher’ Vachon. Also are you still wrestling? With what 
association & in what part of the country? Bob Mall, IL 
‘Mad Dog’ & Paul ‘Butcher’ Vachon are in or around Montreal, Canada. 

Yes, I'm still wrestling for the NEWA, IWF, EWA, Universal North American & Muscle Rock, out 
of California. Plus in many foreign countries like Egypt, Africa, the Middle East & Canada. 


Q: Are you involved with any football organizations? I’ve heard you've talked to pro football 


players about becoming pro wrestlers. David Fisher, CT 
I'm very good friends with the owner of a semi-pro football team, Chuck Lloyd & the New England 
Crusaders. I've been to some games & have seen the largest & meanest football players around. 
I've discussed with Chuck Lloyd the possibility of some of the New England Crusaders becoming pro 
wrestlers. Well have to wait & see. 


Send your questions to: 
Ask Dr. D, P.O. Box 3965, New Haven, CT 06525 
David is also available for personal appearances. You can reach him at: 
(203) 795-1001. 
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ANDRE'S LAST 
CHANCE AT 


Andre the Giant gambled and lost. He was undefeated in his career and loved by the fans. Yet he was 
not satisfied. He wanted the WWF gold. Turning to Bobby Heenan cost him his fans. Losing to Hulk 
Hogan at Wrestlemania Ill cost him his reputation. Now, Andre is back for a second chance at 


greatness and to redeem his shattered reputation. Does Andre have enough left to do so? 


By JOEL EISENBERG 


e gambled away his career- 
long undefeated record and 
strangle-hold on the fans’ 


shot at the World Wrestling Federation 
title in Wrestlemania II. On March 31, 
1987, witnessed by a live gate of 93,173 
frenzied specators and countless millions 
more on closed-circuit and pay-per-view 
television, a jaded Andre The Giant, now 
managed by the hated Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan, comes up empty-handed against 
Hulk Hogan, who serves his opponent his 
first pinfall loss in over twenty years as a 
professional wrestler. Hogan cements his 
legend; the Giant sacrifices his. Was it 
really worth it? 

Andre Roussimoff, a.k.a. Jean Ferre, 
wrestled his first match as a pro, while 
still a teenager, in his native Europe. Such 
a sensation was he that by his twenty-fifth 
year, he had grappled in South Africa, 
England, Scotland, Algeria, Morocco and 
Tunisia. Soon after his 1971 North 
American debut in Canada, he was intro- 
duced to then WWWE (World ‘Wide’ 
Wrestling Federation, later the World 
Wrestling Federation) head Vince 
McMahon, Sr. who, inspired by the 
enormity of this seven-foot four, four 
hundred pound ‘find’, billed the US. 
newcomer as Andre The Giant. 

Fans country-wide, as they have 
throughout the world, sang the praises of 
their young hero, and the gentle French- 
man returned this love with grand 
enthusiasm. Andre The Giant wrestled up 
to 340 times in one year, to see the world 
and personally greet his multitudes of 
admirers. As time passed, Andre became 
among the most popular stars in the 
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affections, for a long-overdue- 


sport's history, outlasting each and every 
opponent who stepped foot in his 
majestic path. World title shots were 
infrequent, Andre preferred the freedom 
of travel over the rigid life of a titleholder 
but they were available, NWA champ 
Harley Race and AWA beltholder Nick 
Bockwinkle fessed up to the challenge, yet 
both held on to their straps by slim dis- 
qualification and count-out technicalities. 
Now known as The “Eighth Wonder Of 
The World,” the Giant defeated some of 


the greatest and near-greatest inthe game 


Andre plants his size 16 boot into Bundy’s face. 


including Don Leo Jonathan, Ernie Ladd, 
Killer Kowalski, Greg Valentine, Ric 
Flair, Blackjack Mulligan, ‘Superfly’ 
Jimmy Snuka, ‘Superstar’ Billy Graham, 
‘Rowdy’ Roddy Piper, Sergeant Slaughter, 
Kamala ‘The Ugandan Giant’, Big John 
Studd, King Kong Bundy and others. In 
1980, 42,000 fans witnessed perhaps his 
greatest victory in Shea Stadium, New 
York, as Andre pinned his rule-breaking 
arch-enemy, Hulk Hogan, for the fatal 
count of three. And therein lies our tale. 

A reformed Hulk Hogan defeated The 
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Iron Shiek for the WWF Championship 
on January 23, 1984, and became the 
single most popular star in the sport's his- 
tory. Andre, whose respect for the 
Hulkster as a tough opponent evolved 
into a solid friendship, was the first to con- 
gratulate the new champion, spraying 
him with champagne in an impromptu 
dressing room celebration. Ultimately, 
Hogan superceded The Eighth Wonder 
of the World as number one in the fans’ 
hearts, while an older, heavier Giant, 
though still beloved, and undefeated, 
developed an itch for one last, overdue 
shot at the belt. After twenty years in the 
sport and the most spotless record in the 
game, it was time to settle in one 
Federation and make an honest run for a 
first single world’s title. 


Restrained by the enigma that is World | 


Wrestling Federation politics, Andre 
learned that such a match between two 
perennial favorites, while a dream for the 
fans, would in reality never come off. 
Never, unless drastic measures were 
taken. For years, the Giant feuded with 
charges of ever-dangerous manager 
Bobby Heenan; now he desired an alliance 
as an aid in achieving his goal. Following a 
series of well-documented events on the 
late lamented “Piper's Pit’ Andre, by 
allying himself with Heenan, renounced 
his friendship with the titleholder and 
publicly challenged Hogan to a World's 
Championship match. On March 31, a 
hated Giant, sporting a brace on his lower 
back (hence the singlet for support), ts 
pinned by his golden opponent in full 
view of the largest crowd in indoor arena 
history. Andre The Giant, with the excep- 
tion of one mysteriously never-aired 
taping for “Saturday Night's Main 
Event,” pitting him and Hercules against 
Hogan and Ken Patea, would never again 
step foot in a wrestling ring. 

Until now. On Thanksgiving Night, 
1987, the WWF's Survivors’ Series show- 
cased the main-event battle of Hulk 
Hogan, Bam Bam Bigelow, Paul 
Orndorff, Superstar Billy Graham and 
Ken Patera, against Andre The Giant, 
Butch Reed, Ric Rude, One Man Gang 
and King Kong Bundy. A newly trimmed, 
rested Giant is once again gearing for a 
shot at the Hulkster’s title. This is indeed 
his last chance for redemption; his last 
chance to regain former greatness. 

Andre The Giant was and shall always 
be a man of quiet pride. Though his 
dignity is now perhaps unfairly ques- 
tioned, his opportunity for one last hurrah 
is entirely justified) Was “The Eighth 
Wonder of the World” correct in turning 
to Heenan in his time of need? He cer- 
tainly was, though one wishes idealis- 
tically that Andre would have simply 
asked Hogan for a match before doing so. 
But again, realistically the match would 
never have come off through these 


Andre teaches Ken Patera what it’s like facing a giant. 


eis 


a 7 io 
The Giant's huge h 
channels. Andre did what he had to do to 
gain a shot at one of Pro Wrestling's big- 
gest prizes, the gold strap that every 
WWF fly-by-night rulebreaker is offered 
almost weekly. The gamble was unsuc- 
cessful yet undeniably worthwhile. The 
only true Giant in matsport today could 
have lived safely, yet have spend his entire 


ands can fit around King Kong’s neck. 
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future wondering, “What could have 
been..?” or, “What should have been done 
while the chance presented itself..?” 
Instead, he had the guts and fortitude to 
risk twenty-three years of undefeated 
legend for a dream. Andre, best of luck on 
your re-newed quest. Wrestlemania IV ts 
just around the corner. @ 
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Rick Rude is currently at war with Paul Orndorff, Which would be more e beneficial to the Ravishing C One, 
| fighting Orndorff in arena matches all over the world or challenging the Hulkster for the WWF crown? Rick 


has to make a choice. Whether he wants to remain at the bottom of the ladder or climb to the top. 


AVISHING 


RICK’S RUDE 
AWAKENING 


By By Ed Powers 


- Ravishing Rick Rude is a threat on FRE canvas and in the gym. 


little over three months 
ago, Rick Rude made his 
unheralded first appear- 
ance in the WWF, not at 
Madison Square Garden in New York, but 
at the Meadowlands Arena, in East 
Rutherford, New Jersey. Now first of all, 
there's nothing wrong with either arena 
or the state, they're both beautiful, but 
debuts of most major stars, new to the 
league, are usually, not always, but usually 
made at the more prestigious Garden. 
The match, which should have a more 
auspicious place on the card, was the third 
of the evening, which made it a pre- 
liminary, and pitted Rude against Jerry 
Allen, What should have been an easy vic- 
tory, became in short order one of those 
rare occurrances the color commentators 
are always ranting about, an upset victory. 
I've nothing against Allen, he’s a hard 
enough worker, but he’s one of those 
wrestlers you rarely expect to see standing 
with his arms raised in victory after a 
match. But standing he was that night and 
Rude, on what should have been one of 
the most important evenings of his pro- 
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fessional career, had suffered a defeat that 
would be the talk of the wrestling 
community for weeks to come. 

On that less than promising beginning, 
and after several televised matches 
against opponents of diminishing stature, 
Rude found himself questioning the 
validity of his new alliance. After some 
thought, he decided he needed a manager, 
someone with a vested interest in him, 
who knew their way around. Of the ones 
available to him here, he chose Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan. Normally, this 
would have been a wise decision, unfor- 
tunately, Rude made his choice at a time 
when one member of Heenan’s so-called 
family was inwardly seething with dissati- 
faction. That member was ‘'Mr. 
Wonderful“ Paul Orndorff, whose career 
was once again dormant, after a brief re- 
vitalization period, following his back 
stabbing of and subsequent feud with 
Hulk Hogan. 

Heenan, aroused by the smell of fresh 
money and insensitive, to say the least, 
then made two mistakes. The first was to 
lavishly praise the newly signed Rude at 


every opportunity, in front of the already 
career conscious Orndorff. The second, 
and this was his major blunder, was to try 
and force the proud, physique'conscious 
Orndorff into admitting on the air, some- 
thing that was clearly apparent to anyone 
with two eyes. Orndorff's body was good, 
but Rude’s was better. That was the icing 
on the cake. The following week, in a 
move which surprised only Heenan, an 
enraged Orndorff came storming out of 
the dressing room, fired him for the 
second time on national television, and 
introduced his replacement. A_ short, 
round, flamboyantly dressed, red headed 
gentleman, new to the WWF, but known 
for his wrestling wisdom, Sir Oliver 
Humperdink. Heenan, professing to be 
the innocent injured party in all this, 
when in fact he caused this defection, 
immediately declared war and initiated 
the current feud between Orndorff and 
Rude. Granted, a good feud is always an 
attention getter, but whom does this one 
benefit? Orndorff of course. The fickle 
fans have fallen in love with him again 
and are wildly cheering his every 
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Barber will be cut down to size. 


(predictable) move. 

Off the record, however, even with a 
smart, new manager like Humperdink, 
good or bad, Orndorffs just treading 
water. Rude, on the other hand, is a dir- 
ferent story. He’s at the peak of his career, 
and deserves better. Before joining the 
WWF, he was already a major star anda 
force to be reckoned with. He was a co- 
holder, with Manny Fernandez, of the 
NWA World's Tag Team belt. In Texas, 
he was World Class Champion and God 


( 


i" é Pa 
< , 
. 


Nikita Koloff 
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he Ravishing One proves a real pain in the neck for fellow muscleman 


knows, it's not easy getting anywhere in 
Von Erich country. Later, when that 
league split from the NWA, he was their 
first World Class Heavyweight Cham- 
pion. I know, big names with big reputa- 
tions arrive in the WWF regularly, but 
who else, in recent memory, with the 
notable exception of Rick Martel, has 
come in with that kind of background, 
with those kinds of credentials? 

In one of the greatest travesties of 
justice in recent years, the man has not 


been given what we all know he came for, 
a title. In fact, on the latest rating list, he 
does not appear as a top five contender to 
any of the outfit’s available belts. Why? 
Because he hasn't been promoted 
properly by either the league, or his 
usually astute manager. In the past, 
Heenan's gotten title bouts for all the 
other major members of his stable. One 
by one, Hernandez, Bundy, Race and the 
rest, have taken aim, they've fired, and 
they've missed the target. Hogan's met 
each of them individually and not one of 
them’s been able to get the job done. 
Heenan’s got a new man now, afresh one, 
who's a proven quantity. Why isn't he 
pushing him? 

Another thought comes to mind. Are 
there perhaps other factors involved? 
Rude was brought in for his name. Now 
that he’s here, has the WWF had second 
thoughts about him? After all, they've got 
a great deal invested in their top star, 
time, money, etc. Rude is younger, 
perhaps not as big as, but unquestionably 
in as good, if not better condition then the 
“Hulkster’. Now that Rude'’s here, are 
they afraid of what he could do? Is 
Hogan? 

The one really maddening thing about 
all of this is Rude himself. He has 
obviously and very sadly changed. The 
man who used to, by force of will, be at the 
center of any outfit he was in, is operating 
on the fringe of this one, and doesn't 
appear to care. The smirk on his face says 
it all. He’s making good money, so he's 
not going to make waves. 

He’s going to content himself with 
what he's got, instead of what he could 
get. Be satisfied, be the league's new toy, 
its latest cartoon character. Instead of set- 
ting a career goal, he’s concentrating on 
career gold, a concession which may come 


| back to haunt him in the not-so-distant 


future. 

The WWF paid him well to join them, 
and they're paying him well to stay, but 
what good is any amount of money today, 
if tomorrow his name and value have 
dropped to the point where he can't earna 
decent living? The way things are not pro- 


| gressing, when and if he leaves the organi- 


zation, his career will have suffered an 
enormous setback. One from which it 
might not ever recover. What a cruel twist 
of fate that would be, to come in a main 
eventer and leave just another name in 
the preliminaries. 

But what am I getting all excited about? 
Why am I working myself up into such a 
lather? It doesn't affect me, only my sense 
of what's right and what's wrong. If Rude 
wants to take the money and run, fine. If 
his earning power today means more to 
him than his earning power tomorrow, 
fine. If he has no pride, no integrity, and 
can live with that, fine. He’s better off 
than | am, and it’s none of my business. So 
why, do I still feel sorry for him? @ 


Once Rick Rude has a man 
in his clutches, it’s all but 
ee over, as Brutus the Barber 
Me ee Pe finds out. 


E At press time, One Man Gang was recognized as the #1 contender to WWE World Cham on Ee 


Hogan’s throne. We at WME feel that despite his ranking, OMG will not pose a serious threat fon | 


Hogan. Here as is why One Man lan Gang will ne never er defeat Hulk Hogan for the WWF 


WHY ONE MAN 
GANG WILL NEVER 
DEFEAT HOGAN 


By SANDY KREBS 


ormer UWF Heavyweight Cham- 


pion One Man Gang come to the 

WWF late last spring to show 

the wrestling world that he is a 
better man than Hulk Hogan. We at 
WME feel that One Man Gang is not the 
man to win the gold from Hogan, 
although he is a worthy challenger for the 
crown and the current #1 contender for 
the belt. As top challengers go, OMG 
ranks with the best of them, but, as 
champions go, no way. I cannot picture 
OMG as a World Champion. But, my dear 
readers, you say OMG held a World Belt. 
Rubbish! One Man Gang did not win the 
UWF World Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship in the ring, he won it by default 
when Terry Gordy was unable to defend 
the title due to injury. 

Perhaps the first person to recognize 
OMG's lack of championship ability was 
his own UWF manager, Scandor Akbar. 
After a few months of watching OMG 
defend the UWF strap, Akbar sur- 
prisingly put him in the ring against Big 
Bubba Rogers. Rarely today do two vil- 
lains fight each other in the ring. Big 
Bubba, with less than a year’s experience 
in Pro Wrestling, probably did not 
deserve a shot at a World Title, but Akbar 
gave it to him anyway. Surprisingly, Big 
Bubba defeated OMG in that match, his 
first UWF match, to win the UWF World 
Championship. Even more surprisingly, 
Scandor Akbar revealed after the match 
that he had purchased Bubba's contract 
from Jim Cornette and had brought Bubba 
into the UWF. So, Akbar had actually set 
up a title match between his two men. 
Unknown to One Man Gang, he had been 
fired by Akbar and, instead of working 
with him, Akbar was actually working 
against him. Why did Akbar stab OMG in 
the back? He said in subsequent inter- 
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One Man Gang is 
still looking for 
more shots against 
Hogan. 


Driven on by his 
fans the Hulkster 
| refuses to submit 
‘to the One Man 
Gang’s nerve 


hold. 
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Hogan moves in for | 

the pin. Even though 

he has yet to gain a 
decisive victory over 
Gang, Hogan has 
outclassed him in 
every match they have 
had. 


views he felt One Man Gang was not a 
true and worthy Champion. Big Bubba, he 
continued, would prove to be such a man. 
Akbar was to be proven wrong, but, that's 
another story for another time. 

Humiliated, OMG left the UWF for the 
greener pastures of the WWF, where his 
past wouldn't haunt him, because men 
who wrestle in the WWF have no 
wrestling past. If it didn’t happen in the 
WWE, it didn't happen, period. Fans of 
wrestling were excited about OMG's 
appearance in the WWF. Many people 
felt that he could defeat Hulk Hogan for 
the coveted gold strap. Quickly moving up 
the ladder by beating lesser wrestlers, 
OMG proved he was viable contender for 
a match with Hogan. But there are two 
distinct classes of wrestler in the WWF, 
the star and the superstar. In the WWF, a 
star never beats a superstar. While OMG 
has proven to be a star, he has not proven 
to be a superstar and should not be 
included with men such as Randy “Macho 
Man” Savage, Andre the Giant, Hulk 
Hogan and Ricky Steamboat. 

There are several reasons why OMG 
will never be a WWF superstar and will 
never defeat Hulk Hogan. First, of the 
WWF wrestlers, OMG is slower and less 
agile than all of them, with the exception 
of Andre the Giant. Yes, he is even slower 
than Hogan. Hogan has proven time and 
time again that he can beat any man in a 
one on one test of strength, Perhaps the 
greatest victory of Hogan's career came 
against the lumbering Andre the Giant in 
Wrestlemania 3. Hogan beat Andre with 
the power slam and press. Andre is much 
bigger and possibly stronger than One 
Man Gang. If Hogan can defeat Andre, 
how can OMG defeat Hogan in a similar 
battle of brawn vs brawn? The man who 
defeats Hogan will have to be agile, 
smaller and quicker than Hogan. It would 
help immensely if such a man had some 
wrestling ability. Men in this class in the 
WWF include: Ted DiBiase, Ricky 
Steamboat and Randy Savage. Men such 
as Butch Reed and Don Muraco could be 
included in this class if they lost 25-30 lbs 
apiece, 

A second reason why One Man Gang 
will not be a WWF World Champion is 
because of a mistake he made when he 
first came to the WWF. In choosing a 
manager, he chose the wrong man. To put 
it quite simply, Slick is not a good 
manager. He has no wrestling experience, 
has little background in the sport and only 
got into the sport as a business partner of 
“Classy” Freddie Blassie. Slick probably 
can make his wrestlers money by 
investing wisely, but he will not make 
them money in the ring because he cannot 
improve on their prior wrestling per- 
formances. With Freddie Blassie at ring- 
side proving guidance, Slick was an asset 
to any business organization. Blassie's 
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Hogan comes down with 
his patented knee drop 
onto a prone One Man 


Gang. 


army was a true force in Pro Wrestling. 
Without Blassie, the wrestlers foundered. 
Hercules Hernandez showed rapid 
improvement after he left Slick and joined 
forces with Bobby Heenan. Butch Reed 
has never wrestled up to his previous 
ability while in the WWF. Nikolai 
Volkoff is no longer taken seriously as a 
wrestler, just barely hanging on at the 
fringe of the WWF talent pool, and the 
Iron Shiek, under Slick's guidance, was 
arrested for alleged possession of 
narcotics and now wrestles in the World 
Class area. Slick doesn't have the wres- 
tling knowledge or ability to train his men 
to be capable of being champions. He 
would not be able to recognize an 
opponent's weakness so that his man 
would be able to capitalize on that week- 
ness and improve upon those rough spots. 
Don't you think a wrestler of Hogan's 
caliber and experience already knows 
what the Gang’s weaknesses are and 
knows how to exploit those weaknesses to 
his own advantage? OMG may know 
Hogan's weaknesses, but does he know 
how to exploit them and does he have the 
ability to? Probably not. If the Gang had a 
former wrestler as a manager, or a 
devious man such as Jimmy Hart behind 
him, he would improve tremendously. 
Remember One Man Gang is still fairly 
young and has been a professional 


wrestler for less than ten years. 

Third and foremost, OMG is going to 
have to divide his time between Hogan 
and Bam Bam Bigelow. Slick wants to 
humiliate Bam Bam for turning him 
down as a manager. The only man in 
Slick’s stable with the ability to handle 
Bam Bam is One Man Gang. Going 
around the country, taking beatings from 
Bam Bam, whether he wins or loses, is not 
going to help OMG when he wrestles a 
fresh Hogan, who wrestles ten times a 
month at the most. By the way, look how 
quickly Bam Bam has become a success in 
the WWF without Slick as his manager. 
He is on the threshold of superstardom. 
Then compare him to One Man Gang, a 
man of similar physical features: who do 
you think is going to be more successful? 
See what I mean. 

Although Hulk Hogan vs. One Man 
Gang is a good match up, it has not got the 
excitement or anticipation that a Hogan- 
Andre or a Hogan-Bam Bam match 
would. Although OMG has come far in 
his career and has accomplished a lot in 
Wrestling, he ts lacking that certain some- 
thing. Something that could mean the dif- 
ference between being a Champion or a 
contender...something that could enable 
him to defeat Hogan. Something which at 
this time means he will never beat Hulk 
Hogan. § 
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THE NEW BREED 
DECLARES WAR ON 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS! 


Will the men from 2002 be able to wrestle 
the US Championship from Jim Cornette’s Super Team? 


By Al McGiness 


ho are these guys “The 
New Breed” anyway? Seems 
like only yesterday they 
appeared out of nowhere, 
saying they were from the year 2002, 
where Rock and Roll doesn’t exist and no- 
body ever heard of the Rock and Roll 
Express. Well, | have some problem with 
that anyway. It seems like Florida Wres- 
tling harbors these types of individuals, 
the evil genius Kevin Sullivan, the 
demented simpleton Buggsy McGraw and 
now these two characters, brain damaged 
as they are, Sean Royal and Chris 
Champion, who claim to be from the 21st 
| century. And where did you get those hair- 

auts, huh, guys? K Mart? What is it in the 
Florida air that breeds individuals such as 
this? Anyway, after a year of crushing all 
of Florida's Tag Team types, these two 
joined up with World Championship 
Wrestling, in the process disputing the 
existance of Rock and Roll and declaring 
war on the Rock and Roll Express. Well, 
Jon Bon Jovi, rest easy, you will still be a 
big rock and roll star in the new century, 
these guys don’t always know what they 
are talking about and are lucid about as 
long as it takes a rain shower to pass 
through Fort Lauderdale, but trying to 
eliminate the Rock and Rollers, Robert 
and Ricky, from wrestling was indeed a 
worthy cause that someone should have 
thought of sooner. One man has dedicated 
his career and those of his proteges, the 
Midnight Express, to such a task, Jim 
Cornette. Cornette has fought valiantly 
with his men, across America and 
through several Wrestling promotions, to 
get his job done. While doing damage to 
both Rock and Rollers in the past, he had 
failed to eliminate this plague from Wres- 
tling. For some reason, Cornette said it 
was Dennis Condry, the job did not get 
done. 

Now, we had some new allies on the 
scene who felt they were capable of doing 
the job right, The New Breed. Looking on 
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for any kind of action. 


from the future, they knew of all the mis- 
takes committed by Rock and Roll foes 
and vowed they would not make those 
same mistakes that cost many a pre- 
decessor his career. Quickly moving up 
the NWA Tag Team ladder of success, 
The New Breed had been scheduled for 
some World Tag Team Title matches 
against the Rock and Roll wimps during 


Eaton & Lane, the REAL Midnight Express: Mad, Bad, Dangerous and Ready 


the Great American Bash series held this 
past summer. But, just before the Bashes 
started, The New Breed, obviously unable 
to operate a primitive automobile, were in 
a serious automobile accident. Chris 
Champion suffered minor injuries, but, 
Sean Royal received major injuries. Their 
title shots were put on hold as they went 
back to the future (so they say) to recover 

(Continued on page 38) 


Photos by John Barrett and Robert Riddick 
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from their injuries. The Rock and Roll 
Sissies would have to wait. 

Chris Champion returned to the ring 
first, looking good, except for his new, 
even more ridiculous, haircut. Champion 
was proving more than capable of chal- 
lenging for a Singles title when he 
announced, or tried to announce the 
return of his partner to the ring. Rookies 
in the NWA don't normally receive inter- 
view time, unless they prove themselves 
worthy in the ring. Champion requested 
interview time to announce his partner's 
return. He was allowed some time, time 
that had originally belonged to the great 
champions, the Midnight Express along 
with motor-mouthed manager, Cornette. 
As Champion was giving the announce- 
ment, Cornette came to the ring area and 
demanded that this rookie be taken off the 


air and he be given back his interview 


time, Champion, proving his injuries sus- _ 


tained in the accident were to the head, did 
not leave obediently, but attacked 


ring where he administered a sound 
thrashing. Sweet Stan and Beautiful 
Bobby, watching from the back, saw their 
manager being beaten and raced to the 
ring to rescue him. Chris Champion 
learned a good lesson, a lesson that all 
rookie wrestlers must learn to succeed in 
the Wrestling world, Champions are 
champions for a reason, they will do any- 
thing to win. Sweet Stan and Beautiful 
Bobby administered a beating to this 
futuristic foe that he will remember for a 
long time. The mis-match went on for 
several minutes as mo one came to 
Champion's rescue, due to his dubious 
past in the ring. Finally, some good 
hearted souls came out from the back and 
broke up the free for all. Champion was 
left beaten on the ring floor, administered 
by the doctor in attendance. 

The reason the New Breed supposedly 


Beautiful Bobby asserts dominance over the New Breed. That'll teach ya for 


wearing your mom’s underwear! 


Cornette viciously, dragging him to the | 


Stan Lane’s martial arts skills rock Sean 
could. 


came back to the past was forgotten. The 
Rock and Roll Express would have to 
wait. Sean Royal and Chris Champion 
have declared war on Jim Cornette and 
the Midnight Express, saying that no one 
in the 21st Century had ever heard of Jim 
Cornette and the Midnight Express 
doesn't exist. So in the irony of the 80's, 
the two teams that hated the Rock and 
Roll Express most, The Midnight 
Express and the New Breed, are squaring 
off against each other in bouts all over the 
country for the US. Titles. What a waste 
of talent!! Teams such as these should not 
have to wrestle each other, but wrestle 
with each other to clean up the ugly side of 
wrestling and eliminate junk such as 


“2, 


Royal like the Beastie Boys’ beats never 


Robert and Ricky, Valiant and McGraw 
and the SuperPowers from this fine sport. 
Allowing these types of teams to remain 
in the sport, creates a blight on the sport's 
good name. They must be eliminated. 
Now, the New Breed has joined that class. 
Their fine futures in wrestling no longer 
look so bright. Wrestling against and 
earning the wrath of Jim Cornette and the 
Midnight Express has put them on the 
road to oblivion. How can a team of 
rookies, psychopaths that they are, ever 
think they can defeat a team such as the 
Midnighters, veterans of the mat, along 
with their manager, Cornette, the most 
devious man in wrestling and its best 
Tennis player? Could they handle a real 
man such as Big Bubba, if they had to? 
Probably not. 

New Breed, get yourselves some help, 
straighten out your heads and return to 
the task you had valiantly undertaken 
when you first arrived in 1987. Leave the 
Midnight Express alone! They are on your 
side, you needed to be taught a lesson 
because you quickly got too big for your 
britches. Wrestling needs the Midnight 
Express and Jim Cornette. Wrestling 
needs the New Breed to return to its days 
of yore. Wrestling needs to be cleaned up. 
Chris Champion and Sean Royal know 
what happened to wrestling in the 1990's, 
you cannot change history!! You are to be 
the reformers of the sport, that you must 
remember. The destiny of the New Breed 
must live on, as the greatest team of all, 
the team that eliminated the words Rock 
and Roll from the vocabulary of all Wres- 
tling fans. If not, the only names 
eliminated from the history books will be 
The New Breed. @ 
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In the Bobby Heenan family, one man doesn't get the credit he deserves, and doesn't get the matches 


he wants and deserves. His name is Hercules Hernandez. Why isn't Hercules a top WWE star? Is it 


politics or #8 it Heenan or is it Hercules, himself? 


IS BOBBY HEENAN 
HOLDING BACK THE 


By SANDY KREBS 


~~ 


One of the strongest men in wrestling Hercules stands tall 
against all opponents. 


ho is the most power- 
ful, youngest and best 
athlete in the Bobby 
Heenan family? Who nearly 
beat Hulk Hogan for the WWF gold on 
Saturday Night's Main Event in October, 
1986? Who had Ricky “The Dragon” 
Steamboat beaten on Saturday Night's 
Main Event for the Inter-Continental 
strap last April, before Randy “Macho 
Man” Savage interfered on Steamboat's 
behalf, thus getting Steamboat dq’ed? 
What member of the Bobby Heenan 
family is now relegated to Tag Team 
matches instead of singles title matches? 
What member of the Bobby Heenan 
family is buried on the undercards of most 


WWE events? Not Andre the old, over- 
weight Giant, Not Harley “Once a 
Champ, now a Chump” Race, not King 
Kong Bundy and not Rick Rude. It is 
Hercules Hernandez, the least respected 
member of the Bobby Heenan family. 
Hercules Hernandez came to the 
WWF almost two years ago. He bore little 
resemblance to the Hernandez who 
mastered the Mid-South, NWA and other 
top wrestling areas. He was slow and fat 
and that lack of conditioning cost him 
many of his early WWF matches. It didn't 
help that his manager, the master of style, 
Slick, was more concerned with getting 
his top tag team, The Iron Shiek and 
Nikolai Volkoff, shots at the tag team 


POWER OF HERCULES? 


champions than getting Hercules in 
shape for a run at Hulk Hogan's belt. So, 
Hercules foundered in the WWF talent 
landfill, a giant hole that has swallowed 
many a wrestler in the past and continues 
to do so today. But, Bobby Heenan, astute 
judge of talent that he is, saw the 
harnessed ability of Hercules. He bought 
the contract of Hercules from Slick in late 
September, 1986 and immediately put 
him on a rigid workout schedule aimed at 
getting Hercules back in shape for a shot 
at Hogan. Within a month, Heenan saw 
Hernandez almost beat Hogan on 
Saturday Night's Main Event. Some 
people maintain that Hernandez actually 
did beat Hogan that night, but was 
cheated out of the belt. But did Heenan 
follow up and get an immediate rematch 
for Hercules against Hogan? No! Heenan 
had other plans for Hercules. « 

Billy Jack Haynes had humiliated 
Heenan on nation-wide TV and Heenan 
sought revenge. Not being man enough to 
enter the ring himself to wrestle Billy 
Jack, and realizing if he did, he would be 
demolished, Heenan used Hercules as a 
pawn to get back at Haynes. Thrust into 
an unwanted feud, Hercules was made to 
wrestle Haynes repeatedly across the 
country. A senseless series of battles 
developed because Haynes was and still is 
going nowhere in the WWF, while 
Hernandez was aiming for the top. For 
almost eight months, Hercules and 
Haynes fought to prove who was the 
“King of the Full Nelson”. Who cared? 
Certainly not the fans, only Heenan. 

In February, 1987, a Battle Royal was 
held in Joe Louis Arena in Detroit, 
Michigan and televised three weeks later 
on NBC. Hernandez, glad to be away 
from Haynes for a while, pulled a giant 
upset and won the Battle Royal. Most fans 
and Bobby Heenan expected the Battle 
Royal “King” Andre the Giant, to win, 
but Andre was eliminated early in the 
match. Hernandez, upholding the family 
name, secured himself an _ Inter- 
Continental title shot. At Wrestlemania 3, 
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Randy Savage lost the I-C title to Ricky 
Steamboat, while Hernandez busted up 
Billy Jack with his chain. So, the I-C title 
match was signed for South Bend, 
Indiana, between Herk and Steamboat 
and would be televised by NBC. 

Randy “Macho Man” Savage was still 
furious at losing the title to Steamboat and 
vowed that nobody would defeat 
Steamboat for the strap, unless he did it 
first. Steamboat was expected to beat 
Hernandez easily, but, a portent of things 
to come, showed he was not Champion- 
ship material by struggling throughout 
the entire match. Savage, looking on from 
the back of the arena, saw Hercules put 
the Full Nelson on Steamboat. Now 
finally he would have a well deserved title 
belt around his waist and first crack at 
Hogan. But the victory was not to be, as 


Hercules still awaits his championship re-matches with the Hulkster. Hercules 
is one of the biggest sex symbols the WWF has ever seen, millions of women all 


Savage kept his word, saving Steamboat 
from imminent defeat and in the process 
getting him dg’ed due to outside inter- 
ference. Steamboat, as was destined, lost 
the match, but not the title, as titles don't 
change hands on disqualification. 
Hercules was livid. How could a man he 
considered a friend (Savage), do this to 
him. He was denied a chance at 
immortality and greatness, due to 
Savage's immature and irrational act. He 
demanded a re-match with Steamboat. He 
took his demands to Heenan. Heenan did 
nothing, there was no re-match and soon 
after, Steamboat lost the I-C belt to Honky 
Tonk Man. 

In the meantime, Ken Patera was 
released from jail and had trained himself 
back into wrestling condition. Fully 
rehabilitated, a reformed Patera 
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over the world write in about his rugged good looks. 
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renounced his friendship with Bobby 
Heenan. A televised debate brought more 
humiliation for Heenan, who was horse 
whipped by Patera with Heenan's own 
leather belt. Heenan had foolishly 
attacked Patera and had the tide turned on 
him. Heenan again turned to his family to 
do his dirty work for him. The man he 
wanted to do the job was Hercules. After 
beating Steamboat, Hercules had 
wallowed in preliminary bouts, while 
other, less qualified men, including his 
own fellow family members, were getting 
shots at the belts. 

Hercules had nothing to prove against 
Patera. In 1987, Hernandez was an estab- 
lished star, while Patera was trying to 
revive a shattered career after two years 
inside a 16x16 steel cage. But, again, here 
was Hercules thrust into another sense- 
less (for him) feud. The feud continues to 
this day. Hercules drops farther and 
farther out of Championship contention 
as he gets deeper and deeper into this 
feud. Hercules wrestles Patera in singles 
matches, tag team matches, whipping 
matches, cage matches, you name it, 
Patera and Hercules do it. But, Patera 
doesn't have a strap. Why is a 
Championship contender wrestling a 
beltless challenger? Because Bobby 
Heenan wants him to, that’s why. Heenan 
has very definite plans for each of his 
men. For Andre the Giant, it is the World 
Championship. For Rick Rude, it is to 
humiliate Paul Orndorff. King Kong 
Bundy’s task is Bam Bam Bigelow, and 
Harly Race, along with Hercules 
Hernandez, is out to get Patera. 

Heenan’s interest lies not with his 
wrestlers, only with Heenan. What is best 
for Heenan is best for his wrestlers. 
Heenan feels what is best for his only 
legitimate Championship contender is a 
feud with Ken Patera. Why is this? Could 
it be Heenan is jealous of Hernandez’s 
talent? Is it that Hernandez, never one to 
put his own goals second to anyone else's, 
has betrayed Heenan in some way and 
this is one way Heenan can get back at 
Hercules? Or perhaps, it is Hercules’ pop- 
ularity with WWF fans, the only Bobby 
Heenan family member who receives 
cheers from the crowd? Whatever the 
reason, Hercules is not being well served 
by his manager and it is time for him to 
make his move now. For himself and for 
his sagging career. At the present time, 
Hercules Hernandez is one of the few 
men in the WWF who has a legitimate 
shot at beating Hulk Hogan for the gold 
strap. Because of his manager, Hercules is 
being denied his shot at greatness. 

Don't do this to yourself. Heenan is no 
good for your career. Break away from 
Heenan and go after the gold. Before you 
came to the WWF, you didn't need a 
manager. You don't need one now, 
especially one who is hindering you career 
and revising your goals. @ 


NON-STOP 
ACTION FROM 


Now you can get ringside seats to your iy 


favorite battles of the brawlers doing 


their best to crush, flip, rumble, twist 
and wham their opponents into the mat 


for the count, all in the comfort and 


privacy of your own home. Build your 
own wrestling library of favorite stars 
and events with these quality VHS 
tapes each in their own 
colorful, clearly-marked, 
protective sleeve. 
Each tape has 
unforgettable 
matches selected 
regardless of their 
affiliation. Only the 
best, power-packed 
matches were chosen for hours of 


enjoyment for your whole family for the if} 


price of a single ring-side ticket. 
Backed with the Congress Golden 
Guarantee for your satisfaction. Non- 
stop variety and excitement on 19 
volumes of star-studded tapes, so get 


your popcorn, relax on your couch and 


let the fights begin! 


Please check desired tape(s). 


VOLUME 1 “Cowboy” Bob Orton punishes anyone who dares to challenge him. 

Also wrestling are Rick McCord, The Assassins, Vinnie Valentino, Dick Slater, 
John Bonello and more. 

VOLUME 2 Greg “The Hammer” Valentine slams, whacks and pounds on Brett 

Hart, Also wrestling are Mark and Jay Youngblood, Ninja, Magic Dragon, Kelli 
Kiniski, “Cowboy” Bob Orton, Dick Slater, Rick McCord, Jack and Jerry Briscoe 
and more. 

VOLUME 3 Ricky Steamboat demonstrates all of his dynamic energy as he applies 

the punishing science of wrestling. Also wrestling are The Great Kabuki, Dorey 
Funk Jr., Jake “The Snake" Roberts, Jay Youngblood, Golden Boy Grey, Bugsy McGraw, 
Tom Lenz, Jack and Jerry Briscoe, Rick McCord and more, 

VOLUME 4 “Kowdy" Roddy Piper at his rowdiest, Also wrestling are Chavo 

Guerro, Ben Alexander, Ricky Steamboat, Jay Youngblood, Tom Lenz, Dick Slater, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Kelli Kiniski, The Great Kabuki, Greg “The Hammer" Valentine, John 
Bonello and more. 

VOLUME 5 Featuring NWA Champ Ric Flair at his best. Also wrestling are 

Brickhouse Jones, Kelli Kiniski, Golden Boy Grey, Tom Lenz, “Cowboy” Bob 
Orton, Mark Lewin, Kevin Sullivan, Vinnie Valentino, The Assassins, Rick McCord, 
Rufus “Freight Train" Jones, Bugsy McGraw, Baron Von Reski, John Bonello and more, 

VOLUME 6 A tag team feast featuring The Assassins as they use their destructive 

forces in an attempt to annihilate their opponents, Also wrestling are John 
Bonello, Mark Lewin, Kevin Sullivan, Chavo Guerro, Wahoo McDaniel, Tom Lenz, Rick 
McCord, Jack and Jerry Briscoe and more. 

VOLUME 7 Love him or hate him, Wahoo McDaniel uses his experience as a 

linebacker to pound away on his opponents until the final count ends the bout. 
Also wrestling are Ric Flair, Golden Boy Grey, The Assassins, Magic Dragon, Rufus 
“Freight Train" Jones, Mark and Jay Youngblood, Kelli Kiniski and more. 

VOLUME & See why Mike Rotundo and his partner have repeatedly defeated the 

arch villains of wrestling. Also wrestling are The Assassins, John Bonello, Chavo 
Guerro, Magic Dragon, Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, Rufus “Freight Train” Jones, 
Relli Kiniski, Ben Alexander, Mike and Jay Youngblood, Ricky Steamboat, Tom Lenz, 
the Terrible Link and more. 

VOLUME 9 The powerful Rock'n'Roll Express tag team runs full speed ahead into 

the team of Jake “The Snake" Roberts and The Barbarian, An incredible match 
that keeps the fans screaming. 

VOLUME 10 Ric Flair vs. Butch Reed. Can Flair handle the heavy hitting Reed’ 

This is a crazed match that takes a different course and leaves the winner angry. 
This is super star wrestling! 

VOLUME 11 Two heated and furious matches. Kamala takes on Butch Reed while 

Chavo Guerro takes on Steve Keirn of the Fabulous Ones. What will Guerro do 
with the can of paint? Non-stop action from start to finish. 

VOLUME 12 An explosive tag team free for all between the Fabulous Ones and the 

Guerros, They brawl in and out of the ring, chairs fly and blood spills. High energy 
action from start to finish. 

VOLUME 13 Mad Dog Buzz Sawyer in a chain match against Hacksaw Duggan. 

This one is wild and vicious. The unpredictable Dick Slater hooks up with Jake 
“The Snake" Roberts in a supercharged match that keeps the crowd sereaming 
and guessing. 

VOLUME 14 Ted DiBiase and Bob Sweetan get it on as soon as the introductions 

are done. In and out of the ring it is war as chairs become weapons. [sn't_Adrian 
sweet? Don’t let the pig-tails, nylons and make-up fool you. Terry Taylor isn't fooled as 
these two show you what wrestling is all about, 

VOLUME 15 Kamala The Ugandan Giant stomps on Hacksaw Duggan but that is 

not the end of this match! The Bruise Brothers and the Sheepherders hook up ina 
tag war. Jake "The Snake" Roberts and Humongous let it all out ina cage match. There 
is 10 escape, 

VOLUME 16 Butch Reed and Dick Slater in a non disqualification match that is 

bloody, vicious and pure mayhem. Nothing gets in their way, not even the rules! 

VOLUME 17 A tag team madhouse of violence, Jake “The Snake" Roberts and 

Hacksaw Duggan vs. Nightmare and Humongous in a ferocious battle that erupts 
as éach man pulls out every dirty trick in the book in non-stop mayhem. 

VOLUME 18 This six man tag team war brings you the ultimate in professional 

wrestling. Al Perez, Rick Gibson and Hector Guerro vs. Dr. Death, Eddie Gilbert 
and Nightmare show no mercy in this wild match, 

VOLUME 19 Madison Square Gardens All Time Greatest Wrestling starring 

Antonina Roeca, Primo Carnera and Killer Kowalski. 


Could you become the next Jesse “The 
Body" Ventura? Do you know what it 
takes? Join America’s premier wres- 
tling coach, Eddie Sharkey, as he shows 
you how he made The Road Warriors, 
Ravishing Rick Rude, Nord the Barbar- 
ian and a host of others, the stars of the 
wrestling ring today! Only seen through 
these VHS tapes, they are now available 
to you. 


Please rush me the Pro Wres- 

tling Camp tape (@) $19.95 OR $s 
Please rush me the Pro Wres- 

ling Camp tape (@ $14.95 be- 

cause | have ordered two or 

more tapes. $ 


Please rush me 
checked @ $14.95 each 
Minnesota Residents add 
6% Sales Tax 

Add $3.00 handlin 
charge per order . g__ 9.00 
TOTAL DUE: —— 
[JCheck () Money Order 1 Funds Only 


tape(s) ‘ 


MasterCard # 
Visa # 
Exp. Date __ 
Signature 
Name 
Address 
City 
State — 
Telephone (___) 
Mail to: 


VALUE DIRECT 


P.O. Box 25139 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 Eg 
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«STAR INTERVIEW 5 


SPECIAL NEW YEAR’S 
INTERVIEW WITH 
THE GUIDING LIGHT 
CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 


Wrestling’s Main Event: First of all, 
Captain, how about telling us something 
about your continuing work with the 
Multiple Sclerosis Foundation? 


Lou Albano: Well first of all, I've been 
chosen as national chairman for MS. This 
is a dreaded disease contracted by more 
than 2 million people throughout the 
world, they claim. Basically there are 
more like 4 or 5 million people who have 
MS, People who have the disease—young 
adults—don’'t like to come out and say it. 
Corporate offices are afraid to come 
around and pick up the tab, because 
theres no government aid. It hits young 
adults berween the ages of 20 and 40. 
They claim that in America every week 
200 people come down with MS. It’s more 
like four or five hundred young adults. It 
comes off a viral strain, it's contagious and 
they now say hereditary... They finally 
found that ic comes off the auto-immune 
system; if they can cure MS§, it's a break- 
through for cancer and AIDS, too. The 
three diseases are not connected, in other 
words if somebody has AIDS there's no 
auto-immune system, so if you've got 
hepatitis, you re dead. If you've got cancer 
the cells destroy one another. With 
Multiple Sclerosis (from the Latin & 
Greek) scar tissue forms around the 
spinal column, Therefore, it’s not deadly, 
people do not die from it but they get pro- 
gressively worse. Sometimes they 
recover. But it's a dreaded disease. 

My involvement with MS is through a 
friend of mine named Robert Girsch and 
another good buddy was one of the deputy 
commissioners of NY State, Barry 
Geiger. He's a wonderful person, a man 
that’s often imitated never duplicated, a 
legend in his own time. They asked me if I 
would become involved in MS some four 
years ago, I agreed to do it. 


WME: Alright, there's been word around 
town that you might rerurn to the ring, as 
a manager of a new tag team. What is the 
truth here? 
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By STEVE PFEFFER 


LOU: Well, basically, I don’t want to 
come back into the WWF. I've been 
working with Trans World Wrestling, 
they have been very supportive in helping 
with MS. They exhibit stars like David 
Schulz, Sarge Slaughter, Wild Samoan 
Afa. We're workin’ rogether—you know, 
one hand washes the other. I’ve contacted 
the NWA’s Jim Crockett, and we've 
agreed to do some MS appearances in 
Charlotte and Greensboro. This would 
give me Ric Flair, the Road Warriors, 
Nikita Koloff, Dusty Rhodes on my cards. 
I've also talked to the AWA and Verne 
and Greg Gagne agreed to place Ray 
Stevens and Wahoo McDaniel on 
Minneapolis, St. Paul and all their shows. 


WME: Now is your acting career on 
hold? 


LOU: I've got Body Slam which is coming 
out with Tanya Roberts, Dirk Benedict, 
Rowdy Roddy Piper, Capt. Lou Albano, 
Ric Flair, Bruno Sammartino. I star in 
that as Capt. Lou Marino. At the Cannes 
Film Festival it was voted one of the year’s 
finest. It got a four-star rating. Hal 
Needham was the director; he did 
Smokey & the Bandit. The album is out, 
Frankie Valli did some music. My wife, 
Geraldine, is in the video Who Wrote the 
Book of Love? lalso havea film Complex 
World out in the spring. We've got 
Hollywood Squares, \'ve done several. | 
have another Miami Vice with Don 
Johnson and Afa the Samoan. Another 
movie in the wind is called Good Guys, 
That will be done after the holidays, and 
[ll have a starring role. Basically, I'll 
always have a soft spot for wrestling... 


WME: Your celebrity status has certainly 
taken off. What do you think of other 
wrestlers getting involved in acting, such 
as Andre the Giant in Princess Bride? 


LOU: Well I'd say that wrestlers are the 
most talented people in the world. People 
like Roddy Piper, Bruno, Hogan, Flair. | 


believe there’s a bundle of talent among 
wrestlers that has been held back long 
enough, and when the boys get a chance to 
prove themselves, I believe that some of 
the best character actors in the world will 
be found. I feel they're ready ro go ro the 
movies. People get the idea that wrestlers 
are laid back or not really with it, but these 
are the sharpest athletes in the world, 
many college graduates, highly educated 
and aware of what goes on in the world. 
They're widely travelled, As Brian 
DePalma said, “They're legends in cheir 


own time.’ 


WME: I mentioned Andre the Giant in 
Princess Bride, What did you think of the 
Andre/Hogan contest at Wrestlemania 
III? 


LOU: First of all, [hear Princess Bride is a, 
very good movie. I'm sure he had a good 
part. As far as Andre the man is con- 
cerned, | think he has the brain of a 
dehydrated pea, if you put it in a parakeet 
it'll fly backwards. I like him the way he 
was, he was an example to the kids, but 
then he double-crossed Hulk, again for 
money, 

Itshowed me that Hogan was a super- 
power heavyweight, what he did at 
WRESTLEMANIA III, bur it doesn't rake 
away from Andre, he’s a great athlete, too, 
The man is a legend, one of a kind. Any 
man standing 7’ 4” weighing 550 lbs has 
got to be reckoned with. He's just con- 
fused, he took this turn for money. The 
children loved him, he hurt his image, a 
foolish move. 


WME: Well Andre's back, he's got in 
shape and lost some weight. What do you 
think are his chances of taking another 


shot at Hogan's WWF title? 


LOU: | think that hes got a very good 
chance against Hulk Hogan. As I said 
before, the man is a great Champion. 
When yo talk about someone who stands 
as tall as he does, he's got to be reckoned 
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with. For abi g man he does possess speed, 


he’s in great condition, losing that weight. 
He's extremely strong, ‘cause I wrestled 
him a few times. | weigh 300 pounds, and 
he was able to pick me up with his arms 
extended and hold me up like I weighed 
nothing. You have to be strong to do that. 
I believe he has a great chance to beat 
Hulk Hogan. I believe Andre has a chance 
at Hulk Hogan, but, it’s going to be a 
trying time for the man, Hulk Hogan is 
preat. 


WME: What do you think of the recent 
turn around of Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage and the joining of “Macho 
Madness” with “Hulkamania”? It seems 
that in the history of wrestling, several 
devastating rulebreakers, such as the 
Road Warriors have turned good 
embracing the fans... 


LOU: Captain Lou Albano was for years a 


villain and turned good guy manager. 


WME: ....Right now do you think they 
lose that certain edge they had as 
rulebreakers ? 


LOU: No. | was a rulebreaker for years. 
Hulk Hogan, himself, a one time villain, 
came in, if you remember and fought 
against Andre, he was a rough, tough guy 
but he turned around, took a turn for the 
better and if anything, I believe it has 
furthered his career. I believe it furthered 
my career! Now I'm going out doing 
movie work and so forth. I think a guy like 
Randy Savage, who's got a wonderful 
person there in Elizabeth. | think that she 
has been a guiding light to him, opening 
his eyes perhaps to see that there is a good 
Lord and trying to set a good example for 
the children, he’s taken a turn for rhe 
better. And with Hulk Hogan at his side, | 
don't think he can go wrong. 


WME: You're in top contention for 
“Manager of the Year’, in our First 
Annual Wrestling Poll, even though you 
haven't managed in a couple of years. 
What do you think of that? 


LOU: Well, I think it's wonderful the 
fans remember me. I won the award four 
or five times for a rival publication. One 
time I beat Bobby Heenan out for 
manager of the year. I think that Main 
Event is one of the most prestigeous 
magazines in the nation today, and to be 
considered, especially since I'm not active 
right now, as the top professional wres- 
tling manager, is really an honor. I've got 
to say that when I go out into the market 
and look up and see Main Event, I''m 
highly impressed. The editor's a brilliant 
guy, knowing and meeting you now, you 
do a good job at it. So I've got to be 
feeling...I feel high praise, though 
technically I'm not in wrestling as an 
active manager, yet my heart ts in wres- 
tling, and I will make appearances in it. 
Manager of the Year, I've got to feel it’s a 
great honor! 


WME: I want to throw a few names at 
you and you tell me what you think will 
happen to them in 1988? The Road 


Warriors.... 


LOU: The Road Warriors will remain as 
they are. They are two superhuman tough 
powerful men. Overseas, they are highly 
popular. In Japan and in the Orient they 
have an impressive record. They will con- 
tinue to go on to victory. I believe it will be 
very trying for anyone to beat them 
because of their size and their physical 
power. They have a good manager Paul 
Ellering that’s behind them and that con- 
tribute to their success as a tearm. So I've 
got to say they will continue with their 
SUCCESS. 


WME: New Champ Ron Garvin? 


LOU: Well, Garvin had to be good 
enough to beat Flair, but, when you talk 
about top wrestlers, anybody can be 
beaten on a given day. Hulk Hogan can be 
beaten, Andre can be beaten, Ric Flair can 
be beaten. I respect Ronnie Garvin. I don't 
know if he’s a Champion of Ric Flair's 
caliber. Flair has already proven himself, 
but, Ron Garvin is a capable champion. 
My own prediction, | feel that Ric Flair 
will once again be champion of the NWA. 


WME: Ricky Steamboat? 


LOU: Ricky Steamboat is a talented 
athlete. He's had some hard luck hurting 
his neck with all that went on. Ricky, I 
believe, is very well-trained. He does have 
wrestling ability. He has knowledge of 
Kung Fu, Karate and so forth. He has 
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speed, He's perhaps a little lacking in size. 
he's not a super-sized guy. With his speed 
and his knowledge of wrestling, I believe 
Ricky Steamboat will have a fabulous 
New Year and show the people that he is 
right back in top contention. 


WME: Paul Roma and Jim Powers? 


LOU: Jim Powers and Paul Roma, I 
believe for the past year or two have been 
trained by Tony Altimore in the Quest 
Gym, on Route 42 up in Connecticut and 
they have the bodies of Adonis. They 
proved themselves, they are on the way 
up but they still got alot to learn. They are 
young guys, but, if they keep rheir heads 
level and listen, watch and sit down and 
learn from someone who can point out 
their weaknesses, perhaps they will be 
World Champions some day. 


WME: Lex Luger? 


LOU: Lex Luger is one of a kind. The 
guy's got an unbelieveable body, he seems 
to possess wrestling knowledge. I’m not 
happy with the fact that he’s with that 
devious half wit what's his name...J] 
Dillon. Actually, not taking away from JJ's 
ability, he knows wrestling and he knows 
it well. But | believe he's got the man sid- 
tracked, got him on the bad path. Again, 
Luger looks impressive, he seems to know 
wrestling, he's also strong and powerful. 
Possibly someday a World Champion. 


WME: Curt Hennig? 


LOU: | know he's a young fellow. His dad, 
the Axe, was good friend of mine. I've 
known Larry Hennig some 35 years. I'm 
55 and if Larry's not my age, he’s pretty 
close, Curt's a rugged individual. At times 
he's a little confused, mixed up. Some- 
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times he’s lost for an answer, when you 
say hello. Sometimes he can't walk, talk 
and chew gum at the same time. ‘Cause 
this man has this great wrestling know- 
ledge. He's an amateur, he possesses great 
amateur ability. He has leverage, he has 
poise, he has intestinal forticude....Curt 
Hennig, I believe will remain a Champion 
for a long time. He has good size, 240 or 
250 Ibs. Standing about 6'2". He's loaded 
with guts, Therefore, with the ability, 
with the speed, 1 think Curt Hennig is a 
preat Champion for the AWA. 


WME: Assessing the tag-team 
situation...Who do you think has the best 
chance to take the WWF tag-team belts? 


LOU: I'll tell you, you've got to look at 
Tito Santana and Rick Martel. Rick is a 
friend of mine. I actually started Rick off 
years ago. He and Tito, who is also a good 
friend of mine, are a very capable team. 
They have the size, they have the agility 
and they can move in the ring. And ] 
believe they can be the new Champions in 
the WWF. 


WME: The Rock n’ Roll Express? 


LOU: The Rock n’ Roll Express are very 
quick. They have great ability and they 
have great speed. They are right there on 
top. I'd like to see an elimination tourna- 
ment and have all the World champions, 
such as Curt Hennigs, Hulk Hogans, and 
the Ric Flairs, maybe someday we can. 
Remember in boxing we had Mike Tyson 
as champion, the Trevor Berbicks, the 
Spinks. Maybe someday we can have a 
unification where we can have the Rock n’ 
Roll Express up against the Harts, all the 
different teams up against one another 
and we can come up with truly the best of 
all. But, as of now, they are a great team 
and have great wrestling ability, 


WME: So you are all for a unification 
tournament to unify the titles into one 
championship? 


LOU: Yes I agree with the unification 
tournament. In fact, I talked to a good 
friend of mine who has agreed to possibly 
come out and help us with MS shows 
throughout the country. That's Bob 
Backlund. He felt that he lost the belt 
because his manager, a great fellow 
Arnold Skaaland, under the heat of mortal 
combat, threw the towel into the ring. He 
felt that if he had the chance to wrestle the 
Iron Shiek again, he would destroy him. 
Bob Backlund, in his own right was a great 
champion. He as a legend in his own time, 
taught us great, great holds and set a fine 
example. A man who is drug free, no 
alcohol, occasionally has a glass of beer. 
He goes out of his way to teach kids wres- 
tling. I would like to see him come back 
into the business. 


WME: In closing, what do you see tn 1988 
for Captain Lou Albano? 


LOU: Captain Lou Albano will go around 
doing my thing for MS. Not as a goody, 
goody guy, because I'm the same fat, ugly, 
repulsive slob that I've always been. Hol- 
lering, yelling, screaming and going 
around helping MS. As I said again, 
there's good and bad in everybody. I don't 
want to go into it again. There's one God 
for everybody, OK? But I’m not here to be 
a humanitarian or evangelist or this or 
that, which there are a lot of good ones. 
I'm not gonna mention any names, there s 
good and bad tn all. But I feel with God's 
help I'm going out an try to knock out 
Multiple Sclerosis. And I feel proud to say 
that I’ve been associated for 35 years with 
the greatest bunch of athletes in the world 
today. Yes, there are a couple of bad 
apples in everything, even in wrestling,, 
but all around on an overall basis, these 
people are right in the open, so every- 
thing they do ts kind of pinpointed. 
You've got insurance agents, real estate 
men who are the biggesr geeks in the 
world today. Half wit morons, but nobody 
knows about it. But pro-wrestlers are 
right out there, people see them. But I 
want to tell you, for me to be associated 
with professional wrestling, with my 
family (I have four kids), they all love to 
be around professional wrestling. They 
are the world’s finest athletes and anyone 
who wants to look up to them as role 
models, do so. They are the world’s finest 
guys. I look ahead to doing another Miami 
Vice, Complex World, a movie in January, 
Bodyslam coming out and a couple of 
Hollywood Squares, enough to make 
some spending money. I'm not a Marlon 
Brando or anything like that. I'm just a fat, 
ugly slob. 

It was a pleasure talking to you and the 
readers of MAIN EVENT! @ 
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“A winner” —Freddie Blassie wwA. World Champ 
“Super great book!" —Lord James Blears Sritish Heavyweight Champ 
“A must!” —Verne Gagne National Amateur & Pro World Wrestling Champ 
“Foremost authority!’ —Hayward Nishioka National A4.U. Judo Grand Champion 
“My thanks.” —King Curtis laukea Hawaiian Heavyweight Champ 
Another exciting facet in the science of fighting.” 

—Benny ‘The Jet’ Urquidez Full-Contact World Karate Champ 
“LeBell shows all the finishing halds and more!" 

—Count Billy Varga World's American Heavyweight Wrestiing Champ 
“THIS BOOK SHOULD BE BANNED!" — Nick Bockwinkel 4.wa World Champ 


An effective Finishing Hold is the most decisive way of winning 
a pro-wrestling match. However, the application doesn’t stop 
there. It is invaluable for any encounter whether in the ring, on 
the mator in the street. Knowledge is power and this book has it 
all: Hip Locks; Neck Locks; Grape Vines galore; Cobra Grip; 
Boston Crab; and Gori’s Siamese Twin plus so much more it 
boggles the mind. 


The undisputed best illegal holds in the world are shown. It’s all 
here. Over 760 tried and true Finishing Holds. Whether you are 
a novice or a seasoned professional, this book is your ultimate 
source. It is the first book of its kind written and demonstrated 
by the master of the Finishing Hold, World Champion, 
‘Judo’ Gene LeBell. 
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Magnum TA has retired to a commentators position, but says he will eventually be back in the ring. 


TV EYE: A SPECIAL LOOK 
AT THE UWE/NWA 
TELEVISION BROADCAST 


The Road Warriors are making 
frequent appearances on the 
UWF/NWA TV broadcast. 
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By CLINTON S. FREEMAN 


t's rather amazing that less than two 
years ago, the Universal Wrestling 
Federation, then called the Mid- 
South, was strictly a regional pro- 
motion, serving the Louisiana, Texas and 
Oklahoma area. Since then, the UWF has 
blossomed into perhaps the nation’s most 
exciting wrestling group. Its TV shows, 
some of the most action-packed available 
today, are a key factor in the UWF's 
SUCCESS. 
Background 

For years the NWA was only available 
in the desirable Northeast market on 
VHF and Spanish-language stations. Ted 
Turner maintained an exclusivity contract 
with the NWA, preventing any of his 
“World Championship Wrestling’ stars 
from appearing on another Superstation, 
such as WOR or WPIX. But then NWA 
mainman Jim Crockett, Jr. took control- 
ling interest in the UWF in summer 1987. 
Crockett has used the UWF as a wedge to 
gain entry into the New York Metropolli- 
tan area TV picture. Many of his famous 
NWA stars now appear in the UWF, 
supplementing an already deep roster. 
Thus the NWA has at last entered the 
American Northeast. 
Format 

In many ways, the UWF TV show 
surpasses even Crockett’s homegrown 


Mid-Atlantic TV show “World Wide 


Wrestling in programming interest. 
Rather than a wood table at ringside, the 
UWF telecast originates from the Wres- 
tling Network's home studios in Dallas. 
Their format recalls network news 
anchors such as ABC-TV's Peter 
Jennings. Hosts Jim Ross and Magnum 
TA introduce taped arena segments, and 
beautiful Missy Hyatt offers color com- 
mentary and special interview features. 
This very professional anchor format 
leads into exciting live action originating 
from some of America’s most important 
arenas, such as the Cleveland Convention 
Center or the L.A. Forum. By way of 
contrast, Crockett’s Mid-Atlantic shows 
appear to originate from an ancient, low- 
ceilinged building somewhere in South 
Carolina. 
Match Quality 

While the Mid-Atlantic TV shows, like 
so many wrestling telecasts, feature non- 
competitive squash matches, the UWF is 
known for pitting its top names against 
each other in the peak of battle. Recent 
wild tag action has included the Four 
Horsemen, the Rock and Roll Express, 
the Lightning Express, and the Road 
Warriors. Occasionally some of the free- 
wheeling, bloody action which its 
synonymous with the UWF occurs. 
Recently a crazed trash can royale broke 
loose between Terry Taylor and Eddie 
Gilbert bashing Chris Adams and Sting. 


Outstanding main events have pitted Arn 


Each month, Wrestling’s Main Event’s sister publication Wrestling Arena will present a “Sound & 
Vision” column, reviewing wrestling records, videos, books and TV shows. As a special preview of 


Wrestling Arena's “TV Eye” column, the editors here present an analysis of one of today’s outstanding 


Anderson against Barry Windham, Tully 
Blanchard against Ron Garvin, Lex Luger 
versus Dusty Rhodes, and World 
Champion Garvin, battered and bleeding, 
pearl-harbored by the charging 
Horsemen. This is vastly different from 
the NWA and WWF, who rarely offer 
better than squash matches on the tube. 
And of course the AWA has trouble 
coming up with interesting contests on its 
arena cards, much less its Dullsville TV 
scene. 

Technical Standards 

In its visual presentation, the UWF is 
reminiscent of the WWF's state-of-the- 
art production values, as seen on “Super- 
stars of Wrestling” or “All-American 
Wrestling’. Plenty of modern innova- 
tions such as special effects, wipes, fades, 
interveiw inserts, slow motion, split- 
screen and graphic characters are in 
evidence. The UWF truly does offer the 
best of all possible wrestling worlds, with 
the WWF's advanced audio/visual 
technology, the NW A’s headlining grap- 
plers, and its own brand of bloody, foot- 
loose tag and singles action for which the 
UWF is notorious. 

Announcers 

The UWF's team of TV broadcasters is 
also eminently qualified. Their diverse 
personalities and backgrounds com- 
plement each other most effectively. 
Magnum TA, filling in behind the mike 
while his auto injuries mend, is a capable 
commentator whose inside knowledge of 
the sport and its competitors is often 
informative. Magnum is quite trans- 
parently partial to his great pals Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff, and openly 
skeptical of nemeses Eddie Gilbert and 
the Horsemen. While TA occasionally 
stumbles over his words, let's see 
announcers Larry Nelson or Bob Caudle 
lace up their wrestling boots! Even at the 
studios of the Wrestling Network, 
Magnum is a wrestler first, a TV 
announcer second. 

Jim Ross is the UWF's top anchorman 
and its primary play-by-play man. He is 
one of the most promising young 
announcers working behind the mike 
today. Ross’ rich Southern baritone recalls 
one of wrestling's finest commentators, 
Memphis’ Lance Russell. Ross is famous 
for howling like a dog during the height of 
competition. Although he sometimes 
grows hoarse while describing the 
victories of certain fan favorites, Ross is 
nowhere near as biased as his NWA 
counterpart David Crockett. Ross seems 
only unfairly disposed towards UWF 
Champ Steve Dr. Death Williams, for 


front of a camera, 


wrestling telecasts, the UWF. 


whom he seems to have an unnatural 
fancy. While Ross is infinitely preferable 
to blustering hucksters like Bill Mercer or 
Vince McMahon, this talented young man 
might focus more on analyzing events, 
rather than merely describing what the 
viewer can see with his two eyes. 

Missy Hyatt, color commentator and 
special features anchor for the UWF, is 
one of wrestling’s most beautiful and out- 
spoken personalities. Missy's sweet voice 
carries a welcome rule-breakers point of 
view, cutting smartly through Magnum’'s 
sugar-coated rooting, and endorsing the 
evil winning ways of the Horsemen and 
Hotstuff Inc. Easily the loveliest specimen 
in the sport, Missy is a tangible intel- 
lectual and aesthetic asset to the UWF 
program. This gorgeous, quick-witted 
lady used her feminine wiles and con- 
siderable assets to elicit telling informa- 
tion from the normally guarded J.J. Dillon 
and Terry Taylor. In many ways, Missy 
embodies the cornucopia of delights on 
the UWF TV shows. 

Jack Gregory, sometime-substitute for a 
travelling Jim Ross, is unfortunately not 
up to the UWF telecast’s high standard. 
Gregory has an almost Piscopo-like 
booming, hyperbolic voice. His words 
often annoy and ring false much like Gene 
Okerlund’s much-despised, jokey 
flatulence. Gregory's interest in wrestling 


Dusty Rhodes, a 
man who feels 
right at home in 


is challenging 
everybody and je 
anybody to TV © 
matches. 


is suspect, and his reporting often falls 
flat. He does not seem to function 
smoothly in the UWF family, and would 
appear more at home behind an eleven 
o'clock news desk. Rather than a weekly 
syndicated wrestling program, Gregory's 
true calling might be as host of a game 
show like “Joker's Wild”, 
Summing Up 

Over all, with its expert production 
values, special effects technology, star- 
studded and action-packed miatch- 
making, and diverse and appealing 
announcing staff, the UWF embodies 
much of what ts admirable in 1988's 
syndicated wrestling shows. The UWF's 
wide network of nation-wide stations and 
solid ratings are a credit to this thoughtful 
organization. Ironically, the UWF could 
teach its big brother the NWA a thing or 
two about dramatic matchups and 
production values. With its ever- 
increasing talent roster and healthy cross- 
country representation, the UWF is 
making great strides against the NWA 
and WWF. Not too shoddy for a group 
which has existed about eighteen months! 
Already the NWA is feeling the heat from 
the UWF TY shows and its stars Eddie 
Gilbert and Terry Taylor. It is not 
inconceivable that come 1990, the UWF 
might be the undisputed leader in TV 
wrestling. Look out WWF!! & 


WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT 49 


Photos by Robert Riddick and Keith Wilkinson 


COUNTDOWN TO 
_STARRCADE _ 


aa — 


Fy) < 
n of t f he 


, 
oy F yr 7 a. «| 
ay f ie 4 + ; gest a Wes rae ‘} 
i = ms & e * 7 le - Ai < : 
~ ¥ . a A - cat gt = ° 
(Se Sey ee a = a ~ j A yi : i a: Fal ee J 4 er 
f ; r “fe +4 i, ” 
S Want I vin t he" Battle of New York’. 
— a i . a . — J 


ed ete Lote en ity will be seen, ae em IV, We eae hy, oe 
i ere ie ct on the Vres ting world a and Starrcade. 


By SANDY KREBS 


hanksgiving for most people 
means NFL Football and turkey 
dinners. But for wrestling fans 
Thanksgiving means Starrcade. 
Dubbed this year as “Chi Town Heat”, 
this years Starrcade extravaganza is the 
biggest and best of all the Starrcades. Held 
in Chicago, Illinois and closed circuited via 
giant screen to over 100 cities around the 
world, more people will see this year's 
Starrcade than all the other Starrcades 
combined. Faced with unforeseen com- 
petition from the WWF's “Survivor 
Series” promiton in Cleveland, Crockett 
Promotions, owners of NWA Wrestling, 
knew they had to go all out to thwart the 
plans of the WWF by promoting the best 
possible Wrestling card they could, to get 
the fans out on Thanksgiving afternoon. 

By all accounts, they have succeeded. 
There will be four World title matches, a 
US. Title defense by Lex Luger, a scaffold 
match featuring the Midnight Express vs. 
the Rock and Roll Express, plus a six man 
Tag Team match. All the major NWA 
stars will be on the card and there surely 
will be some titles changing hands. Here 
is a look at the major matches already 
announced for Starrcade as of press time: 

Ronnie Garvin vs. Ric Flair in A Steel 
Cage with no time limit and no disqual- 
ification for the NWA World Heavy- 
weight Championship. Garvin pulled off 
one of the biggest upsets of 1987 by 
defeating Ric Flair to win the NWA 
World Heavyweight title on September 
25th in Detroit, Michigan. Flair wants the 
belt back and will unleash his entire 
arsenal of dirty tricks, without fear of 
being disqualified, in this match. Of 
course, where one Horseman is, the 
others are sure to be, so don't be too sur- 


Photos by Ed Powers, Robert Riddick, John Barrett and Keith Wilkinson 
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prised to see Flair regain the World title, } = © 

with a little help from his friends. Garvin, mS 

on the other hand, has his fists, his Nikita Koloff is ready for his showdown with Terry Taylor. 

brother and his friends on his side and will 

go all out to prove his victory over Flair in Steve “Dr. Death” Williams vs Barry Williams takes on his friend Windham, 
September was no fluke. This match Windham for the UWF World Heavy- the Western States Champion and #1 con- 
ought to be a real brawl. weight title. In a rare scientific match-up, tender of the UWF strap. In most 
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Both Dusty Rhodes and Ric Flair are 
going to put their all in their title 
quests. Both men are legends and 
have to prove themselves to the 
newer generations. 


matches of this type, friendships are for- 
gotten quickly as the two competitors go 
all out for victory. The question here is: 
Will they still be friends after the match? 
Rememer, Williams has a history of dirty 
deeds done in his distant past, and 
Windham’s father, Blackjack Mulligan, is 
one of the most notorious wrestlers in 
history. 

Nikita Koloff vs Terry Taylor to unify 
the UWF World titles. Nikita had his belt 
stolen from him by Taylor and his buddy, 
Eddie Gilbert, recently on WTBS, but 
later was able to get it back, after a match 
he had with Gilbert in New Orleans, La. 
Nikita and Terry don’t like each other one 
bit and a braw] will result as both men will 
do anything to prove their superiority 
over the other. Don't be too surprised if 
the two titles have not been unified when 
the match ends. 

The Road Warriors vs Tully and Arn 
for the NWA World Tag Team Cham- 
pionship. The Road Warriors have 
waited for the chance at the tag team 
straps for a long, long time. It is virtually 
the only major NWA title they have not 
held as a team. To be able to wrestle this 
match in their hometown of Chicago is 
extra incentive for the Warriors to do 
well. Hawk and Animal will take no 
prisoners in this match and will leave 
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Chicago with the belts strapped around 
their waists in their greatest victory ever. 

Lex Luger vs Dusty Rhodes for the 
NWA U.S. Championship. This is the 
match where the self-proclaimed legend 
(Rhodes) meets the near legend, the total 
package, Luger. Rhodes has never won 
the U.S. belt and wants it badly. To receive 
this shot, Rhodes had to agree to certain 
stipulations that J.J. Dillon wanted in the 
contract. So, if Rhodes loses this match, he 
must quit wrestling for ninety days. No 
wrestling anywhere in the world for three 
months. Also in this match will be the 
influence of Hiro Matsuda, Luger's trainer 
and Johnny Weaver, who taught Rhodes 
the Weaverlock. Most wrestling fans are 
too young to remember but Matsuda and 
Weaver hate each other from way back in 
the late '60’s when they feuded through- 
out the Mid-Atlantic area for several 
years. Dusty Rhodes, it says here, will be 
able to take a trip around the world and 
spend Christmas and New Year's with his 
family for a change. 

The Midnight Express vs. The Rock 
and Roll Express in a scaffold match. This 
is promised as the end of the feud between 
the two teams, in the most dangerous of 
all wrestling matches, held on a scaffold 
15 feet above the ring. The winners of the 
match will be the ones who knock the 
other team off the scaffold. Both teams 
are very experienced in this type of match 
and know what to expect from the other. 
Although no title is up for grabs, it will be 
a very prestigious moment for Robert and 
Ricky when they stand high above their 
fallen foes. Lets hope no one gets 
seriously injured. R 'n’ R have suffered a 
lot of injuries this year as it is, without 
adding more from this type of match. 

Jimmy Garvin, Michael Hayes & Sting 
vs Eddie Gilbert, Larry Zbyszko & Rick 
Steiner The Party Animals vs. the First 
Family of Wrestling. These men hate 
each other and a brawl is virtually 
guaranteed. Look for the Party Animals to 
score a victory over the First Family. 

The other major NWA card to be held 
in November will be War Games IV, to be 
held the night before Thanksgiving at 
Nassau Coliseum, Uniondale, L.I. This 
card could be sub-titled “The Battle of 
New York City”, as with this wrestling 
card the promotional battle between the 
Crocketts (NWA) and the McMahons 
(WWF) heats up even more. New York 
City and the metropolitan area is the last 
uncontested Wrestling area in the 
country. The WWF has promoted here, 
virtually uncontested, for over 25 years. 
With the entrance of the NWA into the 
Nassau Coliseum, this is no longer the 
case. Throughout the past four years, 
Crockett has made inroads into the 
WWF's private domain, the Northeast. In 
each city they counter-promote, the 
NWA outdraws the WWF by a large 
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Dr. Death Steve Williams is putting his title on the line 


against friend Barry Windham. 


margin. Now they are coming to take over 
New York. In the past, New York City 
wrestling fans have shown they will 
support non-WWF Wrestling and, 
according to a Crockett spokesman, this 
card has had a larger advance ticket sale 
than any wrestling card has ever had at 
Nassau. 

The card deserves all the attention it is 


receiving from New Yorkers. First the 
Main Event, War Games IV. Everybody 
already knows the type of match the War 
Games and the Match Beyond can be. It is 
potentially the most dangerous match of 
all. There is potential for a fatality among 
the participants. On one side of the ring 
for War Games IV will be Dusty Rhodes, 
Ron Garvin, the Rock and Roll Express 


and Barry Windham. On the other side 
the Midnight Express, Tully and Arn and 
Big Bubba. Although not as good as pre- 
vious War Games match-ups, this match 
has the potential of an extremely com- 
petitive and interesting bout. Of course, 
no match of this type has ever been seen 
in New York and possibly never will be 
again. 

In other matches on the card, The Road 
Warriors will face Lex Luger and Ric 
Flair. This match could have serious 
effects on the participants, also involved 
in the next day’s Starrcade card. The 
Warriors have vowed to beat Luger and 
Flair mercilessly for making the mistake 
of wrestling them the night before such 
important bouts. The new UWF Tag 
Team Champions, the Sheepherders will 
grant a re-match to the former champs, 
Tim Horner and Brad Armstrong, the 
Lightning Express. Nikita Koloff will face 
Eddie Gilbert in a death match. Steve 
Williams will put the UWF title on the 
line against Rick Steiner. Michael Hayes 
and Jimmy Garvin will face the Jivetones, 
while others appearing will include Larry 
Zbyszko, Sting, Bugsy McGraw, the 
Canadian Kodiaks, Jimmy Valiant, Ivan 
Koloff, Black Bart and Ron Simmons. 
Many of the wrestlers have never 
appeared in New York and most have not 
been seen in the big time since Pro eek 
Wrestling USA last promoted at the Ws 
Meadowlands 18 months ago. at pit 

If the NWA promotion proves to be a f ik 

success, it might have a lasting effect on : 
the Wrestling scene. Many WWF 
wrestlers are in that organization because 
of its visibility in New York, something 
no other promotion had until now. With 
the option of wrestling for a circus such as 
the WWF, or an organization where 
wrestling rules, such as the NWA, many 
wrestlers will choose the NWA, thus 
causing the WWF to retrench in its 
expansionist philosophy. Already it is 
rumored that one weary prominent 
WWF wrestler, a tag team wrestler 
primarily in the WWF, will switch over to 
the NWA and challenge for singles titles. 
Previous to coming to the WWF, this 
man was a major NWA star and held 
every title the Mid-Atlantic area had to 
offer. His leaving the WWF will be a blow 
to that organization. 

Wrestling promoters and fans will be 
looking at “The Battle for New York” 
with great interest, as it will affect the 
operation of their own promotions and 
ticket buying habits in the near future. 

WME will be onhand to cover both 
War Games IV and Starrcade. We will 
have extensive coverage of both cards in 
our next issue. Don’t miss it! & 
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Windham has worked long and hard 
to be in the position he ts today, and 
he’s not going to let this chance go by. 
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THE ROCK N’ ROLL 
EXPRESS’ 
FIGHTING SPIRIT 


The Rock n’ Roll Express have been injury 


prone ever since they first became NWA World Tag-Team 
Champions. Ricky Morton hurt his shoulder as a result of Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson backstabbing 


them on Nationwide TV. Now that they are trying to regain the tag title the RGR have shown that they 


won't let injuries stop them. They're just going full steam 


By Steve Pfeffer 
he Rock n’ Roll Express have 


been a dominating force in 

wrestling for the past five 

years. Ricky and Robert have 
overcome disaster after disaster and found 
themselves time after time back on top. 
Tag-Team wrestling takes a certain kind 
of grappler to be successful. One that is 
not afraid to share in the glory. Team- 
work is what tag wrestling ts all about and 
it's also what makes the Express so 
devastating in the squared circle. 

Both Ricky and Robert are fine singles 
wrestlers, proven time and time again by 
their matches against men like Ric Flair 
and Tully Blanchard. While together as 
the Rock ‘n’ Roll Express neither man has 
held a singles championship. In fact, 
neither man wants to holda singles cham- 
pionship, while tag team wrestling is as 
hot as it is in this day and age. A singles 
title would rip the precious bond of the 
two men to shreds. This is what usually 
breaks up the best tag-teams in the world. 
Look at the history books for two men 
that have had as much success against 
their opposition while keeping their loyal 
fans jumping up and down wanting more. 
The Fabulous Ones fad that kind of 
momentum in their combination, but as 
fate would have it each man went his 
separate ways. Stan Lane contacted his old 
nemesis Jim Cornette when Loverboy 
Dennis jumped ship, and joined up with 
Beautiful Bobby. Steve Keirn unsuccess- 
fully tried other partners for a while, then 
moved on to singles competition. 

Every time you turn around it seems 
the R&R are stricken with some sort of 
bad luck. Ricky in particular has suffered 


Agile Ricky Morton 
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numerous injuries that could cause less 
dedicated men to falter and quit. Nobody 
wants to be driven out of a career because 
of injury. It's a sad day when a man has to 
give up his livelihood in such a manner. 


. 
———— 


ve The Nature Boy well in hand 


abead! 


Luckily, Ricky is a strong willed 
individual. Surviving on guts and forti- 
tude, he is still one half of the most 
dynamic team in wrestling today. 

Last year the Rock n’ Roll Express were 
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Popular Ricky Morton can dish it out, as supine Ric Flair knows only too well. More importantly, the littlest Rock and 
Roller can also take it! 


almost put out of wrestling by “Nature 
Boy” Ric Flair, when Flair savagely 
attacked Ricky and busted up his face. 
Ricky left the hospital with his face 
almost completely covered in bandages. 
He has a broken nose that was covered up 
for protection. Everybody thought that 
little Ricky Morton, one half of the teeny 
bopper Rock n’ Roll Express, would be 
forced out of action for a while, thereby 
dropping in the tag-team ratings and out 
of the title picture. But lo and behold 
Ricky stood tall, and after only one day in 
the hospital was back in the ring looking 
for revenge. Ric Flair had never seen any- 
thing like this before in his life. He almost 
surely put a man out of wrestling by 
beating him to a pulp, and look what hap- 
pens, Ricky comes back stronger than 
ever. In some of the most vicious matches 
of either man’s career, Ricky Morton took 
on Ric Flair for the NWA World Cham- 
pionship on several occasions. Proving he 
is a good singles wrestler and that tag 
teaming didn't dry up his abilities to 
watch his own back (which happens to 
many great teams today...right Tully?), he 
nearly beat the “Nature Boy” in the center 
of the ring...with a broken nose! 

Now, that story of courage has ended, 
and Ricky's nose has healed. Another 
year, another tragedy for the Rock n’ Roll 
Express. After gaining the NWA World 
title for the fourth time in their long stay 
in the mat wars, Ricky and Robert were 
facing the power of the Horsemen. Spec- 
ifically, Tully Blanchard and Arn 
Anderson. Tully and Arn were the only 
two of their organization without Cham- 
pionship belts. Looking desperately to 
increase the power of the Horsemen they 
put out an all out challenge to the R&R. 
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This fateful day occurred on a TV taping 
which Ricky and Robert quickly accepted. 
The match was signed, sealed, and 
delivered the same day. Being a true main 
event anywhere in the world, the match 
between the Rock n’ Roll and the 
Midnight Express didn't disappoint the 
fans. The crowd was one hundred percent 
behind the rock n’ rolling tag tear. 

The music blared throughout the arena 
as Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson 
started to the ring. They were half way 
down the long aisle of fans heading to the 
ring when Tully and Arn attacked them 
from behind. Knowing full well that 
Ricky was the weak link of the team as far 
as injuries go, they viciously attacked the 
grappler without a moments hesitation. 
Knocking Robert out of the way, they pro- 
ceeded to pummel Ricky's right arm with 
a steel folding chair. The pain was evident 
on his face as the sharp edged metal object 
bludgened his arm into the arena floor. 
When the appropriate damage was done, 
AA and Tully completed their voyage to 
the squared circle, leaving Robert 
covering and consoling his fallen partner 
in order to prevent any further damage. 

Helped by security and other wrestlers 
on that night's card, Ricky was brought 
back into the dressing room. There, the 
Doctor in attendance advised him not 
wrestle that night, saying that he would 
rise permanent injury if he did. Ricky 
didn’t want to hear of it! It cook heavy con- 
vincing by his loyal partner to make him 
stay where he was. Then came the com- 
missioner who said that they had to wres- 
tle chat night or forfeit the belts, and a 
tournament would decide the new tag 
team champions. Robert was backed into 
a corner, he didn’t want to see his partner 


permanently put out of the mat conten- 
tion, but neither did he want to relinquish 
the championship they gave their heart 
and soul for. The decision was made! He 
will fight alone, without the aid of a 
partner, both Tully amd Arn. Robert 
pushed his way out of the crowded room 
and ran to the ring like a ball of fire. 

With Ricky hurt, Robert was taking a 
beating. With no one to tag into the ring 
he was fighting a losing battle. No matter 
how loud his fans cheered, Robert was 
destined to fall. Suddenly the crowd got on 
their feet, Ricky was running to the ring 
like someone coming to save Gen. Custer! 
He lept to the mat and wanted to tag into 
the match, but Robert didn’t even see his 
valiant partner beckoning him to the 
corner. By accident, he got close enough to 
make a tag. Ricky Morton was officially in 
the match with his arm bandaged to his 
side, He was cleaning house! This was not 
to last though, as the veteran combination 
of Arn and Tully kept attacking his injury. 
Finally, after what seemed like an 
eternity, Arn had Ricky in his dreaded 
armbar submission hold, But even with 
the pain shooting through every muscle 
in his body, he would not give up. Not 
wanting to risk his partner's career, 
Robert called it quits. The Rock N’ Roll 
Express had fallen! 

Now, Arn and Tully are thenew NWA 
World Champions. But the Rock n’ Roll 
Express aren't out of the picture yet, they 
still come back time and time again no 
matter what the odds. This ts a tribute to 
their spirit and fire. The ultimate climb to 
the top is ahead of them, and seeing the 
determination in their eyes(injuries and 
all) they may well be tag team Champions 
again sooner than you think. # 
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OFFICLAL WRESTLING 
RATINGS 


i: 
Ric Flair is still one of the most dominent forces in wrestling. 
WRESTLING’S TOP TWENTY 
1. Hulk Hogan, WWF World Champion 12. Terry Taylor, UWF TV Champion 
2. Ron Garvin, NWA World Champion 13. Kevin Von Erich, No. 1 contender World 
3. Lex Luger, NWA US Champion Class title 
4. Ric Flair, No. 1 contender NWA title 14. Dusty Rhodes, No. 1 contender US title 
5. Steve Williams, UWF World Champion 15. Ravishing Rick Rude, No. 2 contender WWF 
6. Barry Windham Western States Champion title 
7. Honky Tonk Man, WWF Intercontinental 16. Sensational Sherri, WWF Womens Champion 
Champion 17. Bam Bam Bigelow, No. 2 contender WWF IC 
8. Randy Savage, No. 1 contender WWF IC title title 
9, Al Perez, World Class Champion 18. One Man Gang, No. 2 contender WWF title 
10. Curt Hennig, AWA World Champion 19. Ivan Koloff, No. 1 contender Western States title 
11. Nikita Koloff, NWA TV Champion 20. Andre the Giant, No 3 contender WWF title 
TAG TEAMS 


1. The Road Warriors, No. 1 contenders NWA title 

2. Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson, NWA World Champions 
3. The Sheepherders, UWF Champions 

4, Michael Hayes and Jimmy Garvin, No. 1 contenders UWF title 
5. The Midnight Express, US Champions 

6. Strikeforce, WWF World Champions 

7. The New Breed, No. 2 contenders US title 

8. Brian Adias and Frankie the Thumper, World Class Champions 
9. The Original Midnight Express, AWA World Champions 
10. The Islanders, No. 1 contenders WWF title 
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Hulk Hogan 


Ron Garvin 


Curt Hennig | 


WWE 
World Champion: Hulk 
Hogan 
1. The Honky Tonk Man 
2. Randy Savage 
3. Ravishing Rick Rude 
4.One Man Gang 
5. Bam Bam Bigelow 
6. Andre the Giant 
7. Paul Orndorff 
8. Rick Steamboat 
9. Jake Roberts 
10. Hercules Hernandez 


NWA 
World Champion: Ron 
Garvin 
1. Lex Luger 
2. Ric Flair 
3. Dusty Rhodes 
4. Nikita Koloff 
5. Barry Windham 
6. Kevin Sullivan 
7. Terry Taylor 
8. Eddie Gilbert 
9. Tully Blanchard 
10. Ivan Koloff 


AWA 
World Champion: Curt 
Hennig 
1. Greg Gagne 
2. Adrian Adonis 
3. Jerry Lawler 
4. Tommy Rich 
5. Dick Slater 
6. DJ Peterson 
7. Kevin Kelly 
8. Manny Fernandez 
9. JT Southern 
10. Mitch Snow 


UWF 
World Champion: Steve 
Williams 
1. Barry Windham 
2. Terry Taylor 
3. Eddie Gilbert 
4, Dick Murdoch 
5. Ivan Koloff 
6. Sting 
7. Rick Steiner 
8. Ron Simmons 
9. Big Bubba 
10. Black Bart 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING 
yal tct: 


Steve Williams 


Kevin Von Erich 


Lex Lugar 


WORLD CLASS 


1. Al Perez 

2. Kevin Von Erich 
3. Ted Arcidi 

4, Brian Adias 

5. Kerry Von Erich 
6. Iron Shiek 

7. Al Madril 

8. Tony Atlas 

9. Chris Adams 


10. Eric Embry 


WOMEN 


1. Sensational Sherri 
2. Velvet Macintyre 
4. Nina 

4. Wendi Richter 

5. Debbie Combs 

6. Queen Kong 

7. Fabulous Moolah 
8. Kat Lerunx 

9. Linda Dallas 


10. Malibu 


MOST HATED 


lL. Ric Flair 

2. Honky Tonk Man 
3. Lex Luger 

4. Tully Blanchard 
5. Andre the Giant 
6. Ted Dibiase 

7. Arn Anderson 

8. Terry Taylor 

9. Nikolai Volkoff 


10. Curt Hennig 


MOST POPULAR 


1. Hulk Hogan 

2. Randy Savage 

3. Dusty Rhodes 

4. Ricky Morton 

5. Robert Gibson 

6. Nikita Koloff 

7. The Road Warriors 
8. The New Breed 

9. Ron Garvin 
10. Barry Windham 
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TCH OF THE MONTH 


Ric Flair looks 
confident 

going into his 
battle with Nikita. 
Nikita on the other 
hand is all fired up 
to beat the former 
World Champion 
into the ground. 


The Philadelphia Civic Center 


A BATTLE TO THE DEATH 


restling 15 

a very con- 
fusing sport. Grapplers 
sometimes do things 
that make no sense at 
all, things that take 
away form their goals 
in life. Countless times 
wrestlers get involved 


Ric, always the true 
professional knows how 4& 

to take advantage ) 
of any situation. Here he 
Lfts up the 280 lb. Ntkita. 


in useless feuds which 
have no bearing on 
their careers except to 
leave both men 
drained and exhausted. 
Ric Flaur 1s after the 
NWA World Champ- 
tionship once again, and 
nobody’s betting 


RICK FLAIR VS 
NIKITA KOLOFF 


against the “Nature 
Boy’s” determination 
to succeed. Recently, 
Ric has started feuding 
with one half of the 
Superpowers, the 280 
lb. Nikita Koloff, the 
current NWA TV 
Champion. Ric does 
not want the IV title, 
his ultimate goal 1s to 
be back at the pinnacle 
of this great sport. 
Whatever the situa- 
tion, Nikita and Flair 
are two of the 
best..which means 
when they get into the 
ring it’s going to be one 


hell of a match.= 


lakn Darra 
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m Ric grimaces at the strength of Nikita (left), 
Nikita executes a perfect sunset flip (above) 
but Flair comes back again and again, 
this time he controls the Russian with 
wristlock (below) 
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Flair tries with all his might to break Ni 


kita’s arm. 


The action spilled out of the ring and started to get out of hand. 
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Ric kept on going back to 

Nikita’s arm (left). 

This would take the power 

of Nikita’s Russian 

sickle away from him. 

Take away a wrestlers 
limb and you control the 

match (below). 
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Ric Flair’s Figure Four Leglock is the best in the business. 
7 Even Nikita Koloff had trouble not submitting to 


Photos by Keith Wilkinson 


Overcoming the dubious past of his father, Black Jack Mulligan, Barry Windham has become a wrestler 
and champion all wrestling fans can be proud of. Thwarted by Ric Flair in his attempts to win the 
NWA Gold Belt, Windham, as Western States Champion, has set his sights on the UWF World Title, 
held by Steve “Dr. Death” Williams. As the #1 contender for that title, Barry will receive a long 
overdue, much anticipated title shot at Starrcade on Thanksgiving. 


BARRY WINDHAM 


IS A CHAMPION 
TO BE PROUD OF! 


By DON LAIBLE 


alent just oozes out of his 

body. Make no mistake about 

that. Barry Windham contin- 

ues to improve and grow, both 
mentally and physically, into a well 
rounded bonafide wrestling machine. So 
much has come his way as far as rewards 
go, in a relatively short time span. Since 
turning professional almost eight years 
ago, the native of Sweetwater, Texas, has 
eparated himself as not being just another 
member of a wrestling family. He has 
aged into his own personality, and his 
individualism has brought on a legion of 
fans. Barry, who stands 6'7”, has proven 
in each of the numerous territories where 
he has appeared that he is willing to pay 
the price, painful and bloody at times, to 
become not just one of the best in 
wrestling but the single most celebrated 
world champion of modern time. 

For many entering into their adol- 
escent years, deciding on a career is the 
most difficult time of their youth. And 
then there are those who don't have to 
give the decision process but a minute. 
Those who are able to choose a craft at a 
young age and grow up in that business 
are unique, extremely fortunate and in 
most cases gifted individuals that perform 
in a class of their own. Barry Windham, a 
second generation grappler, fits that 
description. 

Bob Windham, widely known through- 
out the wrestling communities as Black 
Jack Mulligan, has both terrorized and 
played the lawman role for promoters 
worldwide for over twenty years. If there 
is a fan who hasn't heard the name 
Mulligan, the next question that person 
should be asked is when they arrived from 
Mars. Since Bob's professional football 
career (he was at one time on the New 
York Jets roster) ended abruptly due to a 
knee injury, the big Texan took on a new, 


Barry worked long 


and hard to be where 
he . is today. He’s 
letting nothing stand 


in Mts way..not even 
Dr. Death, 


tougher sport. Barry began to travel with 
his then publicly villainous father at that 
time. There were main events in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden, when he 
studied his dad's matches with Bruno 


Sammartino and Pedro Morales. It was at 
that early age when the wrestling bug bit 
Barry, and the jaws of wrestling’s 
excitement haven't since let go. 

As Barry grew physically, so did his 
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When Lex Luger entered 
the NWA-he renewed hts 
old feud with Barry. His 
knowledge of the sport 
comes from years 
experience. 


of 


knowledge of wrestling. He had workout 
sessions with his dadand younger brother 
Kendell, who would later go on to win the 
Florida Heavyweight Championship, 
accompanied by one of his sisters who has 
molded herself into a fine lady wrestler 
under the name Princess Welona Little 
Heat.That all proved worthwhile, to say 
the least. A quick learner and good 
listener, Barry absorbed all he could from 
those early, enlightening personal 
training sessions. Right from the begin- 
ning, Barry set his sights on being a top 
notch ring warrior, maintaining a con- 
fident and dedicated attitude that he 
would succeed. 

Once unleashed on the circuits, Barry 
enjoyed a tremendous amount of success 
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for 
among its Florida territory. Windham 
almost single handedly wiped out the 


the National Wrestling Alliance 


stable of managerial mogul of the 
“Sunshine State” Sir Oliver Humperdink. 
As the saying goes, he (Barry) could have 
been elected Governor. Windham fever 
caught on almost upon impact with the 
wrestling world. His long blonde hair 
coupled with those “baby blues” and a well 
tanned, well chisled physique made Barry 
a hit, especially with females of all ages. 
Friendships blossomed with fellow 
wrestlers, many who were frequent tag 
team partners, such as Steve Keirn, Mike 
Graham, Jerry Brisco, Brian Blair and 
Mike Rotundo. 

It was when Barry, with a few years of 


experience under his belt, began to keep 
steady company in and out of the ring 
with Syracuse's Rotundo that big opport- 
unities came their way. After ‘cleaning 
up” the Florida circuit, Windham and his 
new found best friend from Upstate New 
York began to set the sport on fire. They 
entered the World Wrestling Federation 
and almost instantly the duo dethroned 
the Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff for the 
organizations tag team title. Although 
Mike felt like a family member spending 
so much time with the Windhams, little 
did he know that shortly thereafter he 
would indeed officially join the Windham 
household. Mike and Barry became 
brothers-in-law, as Rotundo married 
another sister of Barry's. After a successful 


tour of Vince McMahon's league, Mike 
headed back to Florida to pursue singles 
matches in quest of the state's title. Barry 
entered the Jim Crockett Promotions of 
the NWA. 

Barry entered the Charlotte, North 
Carolina, based promotion as the most 
dangerous threat to then NWA World 
Champion Ric Flair’s reign. The 
promoters gave the fans what was 
demanded Flair VS Windham 
encounters. At first Flair, who prefers to 
be addressed as the “Nature Boy”, seemed 
to balk at signing a series of contracts with 
the young veteran from Texas. Cities such 
as Philadelphia, Atlanta, Baltimore, Los 
Angeles and Boston all played gracious 
host in welcoming a match of such magni- 
tude. As most experts agreed concerning 
the Flair/Windham matchups, never 
have two such gifted athletes been out to 
prove their superiority over one another 
as these two were. 


The Boston Garden was the setting 
back in April of '87 where Barry came 
closest to stripping Flair of his strap. The 
brutal battle lasted past the half hour 
mark. Windham had his worn down 
Opponent caught in numerous near 
finishes, only to be thwarted by Flair 
getting close enough to the ropes to hang 
his foot on, causing the referee to break 
the hold. When the badly beaten champ 


Windham is one 
of the-few wros- 
tlers who hasy t 
tost the fire in his 
eyes when he 
Wins a champion- 


ship. 


| Ivan Koloff ts just 


one of the men .,| ie 
that Barry has \ , 
proven himself ; 
with time and 

time again. The 
Western States 

title is his and he’s 

going to fight to 

hold tt. 


seemed ready to go down for the three 
count, cagey vet that he is, Flair reversed 
the hold, using his legs on the second ring 
rope for leverage, at an angle, screening 
referee Tommy Young from seeing the 


obvious rule infraction, and stole the 
match with an illegal pin. So close, 
Windham was only a count away from the 
diamond studded belt. 

After such a close encounter with 
losing his title, Flair put a moratorium on 
signing for any more matches with Barry. 
A glory bound champion-to-be Windham 
set his sights on another prestigious title 
— the Western States Heritage Cham- 
pionship. This title wouldn't escape 
Windham’'s grasp. Barry captured the title 
in a tournament. He outlasted such 
notables as Dick Murdoch, Eddie Gilbert, 
Big Bubba Rogers, Tully Blanchard, Bob 
Armstrong and Ron Simmons. To this 
day, Barry's title may appear to be a silent 
championship in the sense that the NWA 
is glutted with title belts. But the fans, 
perhaps as much as Barry himself, are 
proud to see a person of his high stan- 
dards wearing a justly deserved cham- 
pionship belt. Throughout Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona and California, the 
Western States Heritage belt is as mean- 
ingful as the NWA Heavyweight ticle. 

The one question on all fans mindsis 
this. Will Barry burn out or peak at such a 
young age as 27? Hopefully, that will 
never come to be. Wrestling is a richer 
and more action packed form of athletic 
entertainment with a hero such as Barry 
Windham. The Texan is a symbol and 
example for all youngesters to look up to 
with admiration. There are many battles 
ahead for Barry to confront, to one day get 
another crack at the NWA singles 
championship. One thing is sure: Barry 
Windham will always be a winner and a 
true example of what a competitor is all 
about. 
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THE LAST PAGE 


The final word this month from Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT! 


here are new WWF World Tag 
Team Champions. Strike 
Force, Tito Santana and 
Rick Martel defeated the Hart 
Foundation for the coveted belts in 
Syracuse, N.Y. The rather abrupt ending 
had Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart quickly 
submitting to the Boston Crab of Martel. 

A new Wrestling Federation has been 
formed in the West. The World Wres- 
ting Alliance will begin operations in 
December and is currently negotiating 
with top promotions to join with them. 
So far, two major promotions, the Central 
States area, promoted by Bob Geigel and 
the Pacific Northwest promotion of Don 
Owens have agreed to promote WWA 
Wrestling. A World Championship 
tournament will be held in January, pro- 

| bably in Kansas City. To get into the tour- 
nament, a wrestler will have to win one of 
several elimination tournaments to be 
held across America. 

In the Central States, the Central States 

| Champion is Earthquake Ferris, who is 
feuding wiht Rufus R. Jones for the strap. 
Bulldog Bob Brown has returned to action 
and is feuding with “Hustler” Rip Rogers, 
who is the TV Champion. The Central 
States Tag Champs are Bart and Brad 
Batten, who are now bad guys and feuding 
with the Rock and Roll Rebels, Greg 
Gillis and Dino Ventura. The bad Battens 
are now managed by Downtown Bruno. 
Coming to the Central States will be Bad 
Company, Pat Tanaka and Paul 
Diamond. It is not known if they will re- 
join with Downtown Bruno...Others in 
the area include Rick McCord, the Cuban 

| Assassin, Pork Chop Cash, Chief Jay 

| Strongbow Jr. and undefeated Steve Ray 
from Levenworth, Kansas. 

In the Continental Wrestling Pro- 
motion, the coveted Continental Heavy- 
weight Championship is vacant. The title, 
last held by Wendell Cooley, was put up 
for grabs in a tournament in Knoxville, 
Tenn. Among those in the tournament 
were, Doug Furnas, the Tennessee Hvy. 
Champion, Dr. Tom Pritchard, the 
Alabama Champ, Southeastern Hvy. 
Champion, Dirty Dutch Mantell and 

| others such as Steve and Scott Armstrong, 
| The Bullet, Ron Fuller, Mike Golden, 
| Dirty White Boy, Robert Fuller, Colley, 
and Lord Jonathan Boyd. Other titles 
recognized by Continental include the 
Continental Tag Team Championship, 
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"Along with Tito Santana, Rick Martel is now co-holder 
of the WWF World Tag-Team Championship. 


held by Robert Fuller and Jimmy golden 
and the U.S. Junior Heavyweight 
Championship, held by Larry Hamilton. 

In Texas, the World Class Junior 
Heavyweight Champion is Eric Embry, 
who is battling Shaun Simpson for the 
strap. The Texas Titleholder is Ted Arcidi 
and the Texas Tag Team Champions are 
tony Atlas and Sweet Brown Suger. New 
to World Class is the Iron Shiek and a 
man called “The Thing”, seconded by 
Killer Tim Brooks. Kerry Von Erich has 
returned to the ring and will be back full- 


time by Thanksgiving, when he will wres- 


Photo by John Barrett 


tle on the big Reunion Arena card against | 
arch-rival Brian Adias. Others in world | 


Class at this time include Al Madril, The | 


Spoiler, Matt Borne, Vince Apollo, 
Cowboy Tony, Vic Steamboat and the 
managers, Gary Hart and Percy Pringle.. 

In the great Northwest, The Grappler 
is feuding with Mean Mike Miller, and in 
Stampede Wrestling, Owen Hart has 
returned from Japan and is feuding with 
Makhan Singh. Incidentally, a newcomer 
to Stampede is Cpl. Kirschner, who ts 
winning all his matches in two minutes or 
less, @ 
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